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ABSTRACT
This thesis presents an analysis of the ceramics 
recovered from the excavation of 44JC298, an undocumented 
historic site in James City County, Virginia. Ceramics from 
the site are analyzed as both sherds and vessels. This 
illustrates the form, function, and distribution of the 
ceramics discarded at the site.
The information derived from the sherd and vessel 
analyses is compared with four other sites in an attempt to 
draw intersite comparisons about 44JC298. Pattern recognition 
is used to discover the site function, and social and economic 
standing of the inhabitants. Based upon the ceramic analysis, 
it appears 44JC298 was probably a small farmstead occupied at 
the end of the eighteenth century by relatively poor tenant 
farmers.
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THE CERAMICS FROM 44JC298:
AN UNDOCUMENTED LATE-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
DOMESTIC SITE, JAMES CITY COUNTY, VIRGINIA
CHAPTER I
THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF 44JC298
In 1983 the Department of Anthropology of the College of 
William and Mary began investigations at the "Governor's Land" 
in James City County, Virginia, under the direction of 
Theodore R. Reinhart (Figure 1) . For the next three years 
the Department of Anthropology conducted its summer 
archaeological field school in the area. Survey of the 1400 
acre tract was completed by John Sprinkle (1984) in the spring 
of 1983. Subsequently, a number of both prehistoric and 
historic sites were intensively excavated. Site 44JC298, a 
late eighteenth-century domestic occupation, was excavated in 
the summer of 1985.
This thesis presents the results of analysis and 
interpretation of the ceramics recovered from 44JC298. Its 
purpose is to comprehensively examine the ceramics recovered 
from 44JC298 in order to develop inferences about the function 
of the site, and the foodways, social status, and economic 
standing of its residents.
The land today known as the "Governor's Land" was 
originally part of land used to support the Virginia Company
2
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4(Anon. 1895). In 1619 the Virginia Company reorganized its 
land tenure system and set aside 3 000 acres near Jamestown to 
finance the royal governor. An additional 3 000 acres were set 
aside to the west of the governor's acreage to support the 
company. This parcel was historically known as "Company Land" 
(Sprinkle 1984).
Archaeological excavations conducted in the 1970s by the 
Virginia Research Center for Archaeology explored the true 
"Governor's Land" (see Outlaw 1990) and should not be confused 
with this area under study. Today, the Governor's Land 
described here, is a 1400 acre tract bordered on the south by 
the James River, on the north by Virginia Route 5, on the east 
by Shellbank Creek and on the west by the Chickahominy River 
(Figure 2). It is currently under development as a planned 
community complete with golf course and marina similar to 
those constructed at Kingsmill and at Harbor View in the last 
decade.
During the early seventeenth century, indentured servants 
were brought over by the Virginia Company to work the "public 
estates." After the dissolution of the Virginia Company, in 
1624, tenant farmers probably continued to occupy and farm the 
Governor's Land (Sprinkle 1984). The public records of James 
City County were burned in Richmond at the end of the Civil 
War making the specific identification of the residents of the 
Governor's Land difficult. Therefore, the inhabitants of the
to
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6site in question, 44JC298, cannot be historically documented.
Archaeological investigation conducted there in the 
summer and fall of 1985 yielded information about the 
occupants of the site. Previous research has been conducted 
on the glass, nails, and faunal material from this site (Davis 
1986; Higgs 1985; Poucher 1985). This thesis presents an 
analysis of the recovered ceramics in an attempt to develop 
interpretations about the social and economic status of the 
people who made their homes there in the eighteenth century.
Located 0.6 miles from Barrett1s Point, site 44JC298 sits 
on a ridge overlooking the Chickahominy River. The soil is 
a well-drained mixture of sandy clays. The site is 
approximately 10 feet below the crest of the ridge. This 
slight slope makes it a less than ideal spot for a domestic 
structure. The features identified as 44JC298 might be 
associated with an unidentified eighteenth-century occupation 
located on the crest of the ridge.
Unfortunately, the remains of a twentieth-century 
dwelling, which comprised a one and a half story building with 
a full basement, were constructed on the hilltop, disturbing 
the area. The presence of the twentieth-century structure 
obliterated the area making identification of earlier 
occupations impossible. This modern site is abandoned and the 
structure is overgrown. Some twentieth-century artifacts were 
recovered in plowzone from 44JC298 and were probably deposited 
there by erosional forces.
7Down slope from 44JC298 is an early seventeenth-century 
site excavated in the fall of 1990 by the James River 
Institute for Archaeology under the direction of Nicholas 
Luccketti. It is currently under analysis. There are very 
few intrusions from this seventeenth century site seen in the 
material recovered from 44JC298.
Site 44JC298 was discovered through systematic shovel 
testing, which indicated the presence of an eighteenth- 
century occupation and subsurface cultural features. Plowzone 
at the site was excavated using the "AGNU" horizontal grid 
system utilized by the Department of Anthropology. 
Approximately 750 square feet of plowzone was removed in 5- 
foot units and screened through 1/4” wire mesh (Figure 3) . 
All the artifacts were saved. This excavation exposed a 
number of cultural features.
Feature 1, the primary component of 44JC298 was a large 
basin shaped, circular pit, approximately 8 - 1 0  feet wide 
and three feet deep. Testing of the feature revealed the fill 
was deposited in three very homogeneous layers. Thus, Feature 
1 was excavated in quadrants using arbitrary 0.3' thick levels 
to achieve greater sensitivity of the spatial relationships 
between the artifacts. In the bottom of the pit were two 
large square postholes which extended approximately 0.7 feet 
beneath the bottom of the feature. Feature 1 is interpreted 
as a cellar with two supporting posts (Figure 4).
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FIGURE 3. PLAN OF THE GRID SYSTEM AT 44JC298.
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The cellar was probably shored up with brick and mortar 
or boards and appears to have been filled in during the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century. A large amount of 
domestic trash, brick, mortar, oyster shells, and faunal 
remains were recovered.
Besides Feature 1, 44JC298 contained numerous other
cultural features. These were all excavated in natural, 
stratigraphic layers since their fill was neither as deep, 
nor as artifact-rich as the cellar.
On the southwest edge of the cellar were two, smaller, 
basin shaped pits. Feature 7 was three feet wide and Feature 
8 was 2.5 feet wide. These are thought to be outdoor cooking 
pits. Features 4 and 31, located to the southeast and north 
of the cellar were similar in size and shape to the outdoor 
cooking pits and may represent two additional pits (Figure 4) . 
Two shallow rectangular features located southeast and 
northwest of the cellar (Feature 1) are interpreted as the 
remains of structural posts. These are indicated on the plan 
view (Figure 4) as hatched, unnumbered features. They were 
not assigned feature numbers because of their ephemeral 
nature. No sign of a chimney or hearth was found in 
association with the cellar.
The building above Feature 1 was probably supported by 
the two central posts found in the cellar (Feature 1, Levels 
6A and 7, southwest quadrant; Feature 6; Figure 4) and by the 
remains of the piers located adjacent to the cellar (Figure
11
4, hatched unnumbered features) . The lack of more substantial 
structural remains, especially the chimney and hearth is not 
uncommon. William Kelso (1984:104) has observed that "deep 
plowing can totally erase fireplace remains." The Governor's 
Land has been plowed continuously for many years and it is 
probable that this has obliterated other cultural features.
A second complex of features was located down slope from 
the cellar (Feature 1) . The remains of a chimney base, 
Feature 57, (Figure 6) and an associated root cellar, Feature 
48, (Figure 5) are located in Operation 90 (Figure 3), north 
and northeast from Feature 1. The root cellar is located 
immediately adjacent to the hearth remains which are aligned 
upon an east-west axis (Figure 6). This complex is less than 
40 feet from, and at a right angle to, Feature 1 (Figure 7). 
It probably represents a small quarter (Reinhart 1986:personal 
communication) dating to the same period as the large 
structure; these features are filled with similar artifacts.
In the vicinity of the structures are a series of 
postholes. The largest of the series are four rows containing 
25 postholes each. The holes are spaced at three foot 
intervals suggesting garden supports, possibly for grapevines 
or hops. These are thought to be contemporaneous with the 
twentieth-century structure (Reinhart 1986:personal 
communication).
Many historic sites have the advantage of documentary 
evidence to assist in the interpretation of the archaeological
12
ft:
FF
S O V 1
FIGURE 5. PLAN OF FEATURE 48.
13
r JI4E:t±K s:i 
rr t_^ t  iti>‘ -:jst4* zi~
;:^  TT?r^FE ’^ t
FIGURE 6. PLAN OF FEATURES 48 AND 57.
14
NH
Z2 U1
sn_
VI V2
UA U3 V3VA
Operation 90
Operation 100
B2A2 B1
B3 CA C3
K1J2
K2
H3 J3 KA K3
Rl
FIGURE 7. STRUCTURES IMPOSED ON GRID SYSTEM.
15
remains. Unfortunately, documents that might have identified 
the inhabitants of the Governor's Land were destroyed during 
the nineteenth century. However, three factors suggested to 
the excavators that the site was occupied by a lower class 
household.
First, the situation of the site within the landscape 
does not suggest an upper class occupation. As Rhys Isaac
(1982) has noted, wealthy landowners in eighteenth century 
Virginia lived near the water, while lower class individuals, 
both white tenants and black slaves, lived among the trees and 
fields. 44JC298 is located on a slope approximately one mile 
from the James River and half a mile from the Chickahominy 
River (Figure 2).
Work conducted at the Governor's Land and other Virginia 
Tidewater rural sites shows that the poor of the late 
eighteenth century lived in less substantial housing (Kelso 
1984; Reinhart 1987). Plowing often erases the post or brick 
piers and almost always obliterates the remains of sills 
resting directly on the ground. While very little of the 
structural evidence for the buildings has survived, the 
features recovered from 44JC298 suggest lower class 
architecture. Feature 1 lacks extensive evidence of 
structural members or framing for the cellar's interior. Only 
less than a foot of the features survived plowing.
Finally, the available historical literature documents 
that the Governor's Land was first owned by the Virginia
16
Company and later by the Virginia Colony and by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. Tenants farmed the company land in 
the seventeenth century and it appears that this practice 
continued through the eighteenth into the nineteenth century 
(Outlaw 1990; Sprinkle 1985).
Lacking substantial architectural or documentary records 
with which to identify the inhabitants of 44JC298, 
archaeologists look toward the artifactual remains to describe 
the lifeways of these historically silent people. Since its 
excavation in 1985, the faunal remains, glass, and nails 
recovered from 44JC298 have been analyzed. Barbara Davis 
(1986) looked at the animal bones from 44JC298 in comparison 
with 44JC160, another late eighteenth century archaeological 
site located on the Governor's Land. Two of the site's 
excavators, Rick Poucher (1985) and Andy Higgs (1985), 
examined the nails and glass from 44JC298. Another William 
and Mary student, Sam Shogren (1983) conducted a preliminary 
analysis of the ceramics recovered in the test excavations 
that located the site. While these four studies were 
primarily descriptive in nature, the Davis (1986) and Shogren
(1983) reports suggest that 44JC298 was a late eighteenth 
century farmstead.
The William and Mary excavators also considered the 
possibility that the site might have functioned as a tavern 
in the eighteenth century because of its location adjacent to 
the main road from Williamsburg to the Chickahominy River
17
ferry at Barrett's Point (Reinhart personal communi­
cation: 1986) . The tavern hypothesis is supported by the 
presence of a number of contemporary coins, tobacco pipes and 
wine bottle glass fragments. Bragdon (1981) suggests that 
these artifacts are typically found at tavern sites.
Previous research, cited above, suggests that the site 
was either a farmstead or a tavern. These preliminary 
interpretations were not based upon intensive examination of 
the ceramic assemblage, nor did they include comparisons with 
other types of sites. By an intensive study of the ceramics, 
inferences about the site's function, the foodways, social 
status, and economic standing of the inhabitants will be 
developed.
Two questions remain about 44JC298: What was the
function of the site? And what do the artifacts tell us about 
its residents? This thesis seeks to explore the methods of 
analysis for ceramics and their relationship to the 
interpretation of historic sites. How can you determine 
status, ethnicity, foodways, and economic situation from the 
ceramics within an archaeological collection? In particular 
what do the ceramics from 44JC298 tell us about the site and 
its inhabitants?
While ceramics are a common artifact recovered from 
historic sites, they are generally by no means the most 
plentiful. They do, however, possess a number of
characteristics that make them a very interpretively useful
18
artifact. Ceramics are chemically and physically stable. 
This stability also makes them simple to clean and curate 
compared with a number of artifact types that require 
conservation, often at a considerable expenditure of funds 
and labor. These characteristics have made ceramics one of 
the most useful artifacts recovered from archaeological sites.
In historic archaeology, this great research potential 
has motivated numerous scholars to focus attention on the 
secrets ceramics may hold. Ceramics are used to determine 
date (South 1977) , economic status (Miller 1981), 
socioeconomic class (Kelso 1984; Otto 1984;), site function 
(Bragdon 1981; Yentsch 1990) and spatial distributions and 
site layout (Pogue 1988). The recovered ceramics might 
provide important insights into the standards of living and 
the social and economic levels of the residents of 44JC298.
While ceramics contain a wealth of information, a number 
of factors should be remembered when undertaking ceramic 
analyses. Generally, ceramics are recovered in fragmentary 
pieces. The breakage and deposition of ceramics into the 
archaeological record are affected by a variety of formation 
processes, often referred to as C-transforms and N-transforms 
(Schiffer 1972). Because of the constraints of sherd-based 
analysis, researchers have chosen to compare minimum number 
of vessels from sites rather than raw number of sherds 
recovered (Stone 1973; Yentsch 1990). This is done in Chapter 
Four.
19
The sherds recovered from an archaeological site are not 
necessarily those used by the inhabitants of that site. 
Through careful excavation, crossmending, and dating different 
layers of fill, it is often possible to discover the nuances 
of site formation and thereby discover information about the 
disposal of artifacts recovered archaeologically (Schiffer 
1972) .
The information we possess on ceramic dates are the 
manufacture dates, not the discard or breakage dates. When 
analyzing a collection care is needed to identify the 
intrusive sherds and the wares that are inconsistent with the 
majority of the collection. This can often identify heirloom 
pieces or outlying sherds intrusive to the collection (Parker 
and Hernigle 1990; Stone 1973). At the Governor*s Land site 
a number of pieces of whiteware and semi-porcelain "hotelware" 
are identified as intrusive from the nearby twentieth-century 
site.
Arriving at the social and economic status of the 
occupants at a historically undocumented site has proven to 
be more complex than merely identifying the presence or 
absence of luxury items. Analysis of ceramics from 44JC298 
reiterates that socioeconomic status is difficult to decipher 
from the archaeological record because of a seemingly constant 
human trait: the aspiration for higher social status (Herman
1984) .
20
Archaeological investigations have demonstrated that 
luxury goods were present in almost all households and that 
being poor meant merely having fewer of these items rather 
than having none of them (Drucker 1981; Gruber 1990; Kelso 
1984; Lewis 1985; Otto 1984; Parker and Hernigle 1990; Pogue 
1990; White 1991). Ceramics recovered archaeologically can 
demonstrate both the social aspirations of the residents and 
the realities of the economic conditions at a site. Herman’s 
(1984:85) study of the ceramics associated with Thomas 
Mendenhall, a merchant in Willmington, Delaware in the late 
eighteenth century, found that "the further an individual or 
household is removed from having to expend all resources to 
secure the immediate necessities of survival, the greater is 
the concern with acquiring, using, and displaying socially or 
culturally appropriate things".
The reality of lower economic status was that material 
culture, especially ceramics, were acquired through a variety 
of means (White 1991). Excavation of a trash pit from another 
nearby site at the Governor's Land (Weaver 1979) indicated 
that lower classes possessed finer ceramics and glassware and 
also drank imported wines. When a slave site at Tutter's 
Neck, Virginia produced fine table ceramics with an earlier 
date than the structure, Ivor Noel-Hume (1966) hypothesized 
that wealthy land owners were passing down chipped or broken 
parts of sets of dishes to their slaves. The "hand-me-down" 
theory is widely accepted in the archaeological literature as
21
an explanation for the process by which slaves, servants, and 
poor families acquired finer luxury items (Gruber 1990; White 
1991).
Before interpretations such as these can be developed an 
archaeological collection must be processed and analyzed. 
The ceramics from the Governor's Land were washed, numbered, 
and catalogued with the other excavated artifacts. At the 
start of this project the ceramics were removed from the 
collection and each sherd was grouped into standard 
descriptive ware types (i.e., creamware, pearlware). 
Decoration was also noted, as was method of manufacture, 
vessel part, rim/base form, and rim type.
The analysis of the Governor's Land collection was 
conducted at both the sherd and vessel level. Chapter Two 
presents this elementary descriptive analysis. Chapter Three 
uses this data in dating the site and to define spatial layout 
at the site. Some preliminary inferences about status are 
also drawn at the sherd level.
The ceramics are then grouped according to the vessels 
they represent in Chapter Four. These vessels are described 
according to eighteenth-century functional groupings. These 
functional groupings aid in determining site function. 
Chapter Five deals minimally with site function and also with 
dating the site and establishing a clearer picture of the 
socioeconomic standing of the inhabitants.
22
Finally, because the site is undocumented, Chapter Six 
is an attempt to employ pattern recognition to draw 
comparisons with documented sites of a similar time period 
and region. Two different types of sites, a tavern and slave 
quarter, are compared with 44JC298, to place the Governor's 
Land into a broader historical and cultural perspective.
CHAPTER II
THE CERAMIC SHERDS FROM 44JC298
The ceramic sherds from an archaeological site are useful 
for a variety of reasons. From the sherds recovered at the 
Governors's Land, a site date, information about the site 
layout and use of space, and information about the economic 
status of the people occupying the area are ascertained. This 
chapter presents a descriptive overview of the 3171 sherds 
recovered and focuses on decoration when present.
Of the 3171 ceramic sherds recovered from 44JC298, almost 
half (45.75%) are creamware. As Table 1 illustrates, no other 
type constitutes more than 12%, although both pearlware 
(9.64%) and unidentified coarse earthenwares (11.54%) each 
represent roughly 10% of the wares. These three types 
comprise over two-thirds of the ceramics. The remaining one- 
third are divided among 18 types with seven of these 
representing less than one percent of the assemblage each.
Unidentifiable coarse earthenwares represented about 11% 
of ceramics from the Governor's Land. The 33 6 sherds of 
earthenware were divided into four groups based on their body 
and glaze. Table 2 presents the descriptive divisions: 30
23
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TABLE 1
CERAMIC SHERDS
WARE
FROM 44JC298 
n %
CREAMWARE 1451 45.75
PORCELAIN 170 5.36
PEARLWARE 306 9.64
STONEWARE 132 4.16
COARSE EARTHENWARE 366 11. 54
COLONOWARE 48 1.51
WHITE SALTGLAZE 64 2.02
SCRATCH BLUE 14 0.44
RHENISH STONEWARE 57 1.80
TINGLAZE 90 2.84
SLIPWARE 91 2.87
JACKFIELD 13 0.41
BUCKLEY 31 0.98
ASTBURY 39 1.24
NOTTINGHAM 10 0.33
NORTH DEVON GRAVEL TEMPERED 2 0.06
MANGANESE MOTTLED WARE 2 0.06
CREAM COLOR EARTHENWARE 7 0.22
FLOWERPOT 52 1.64
WHITEWARE 226 7.13
TOTAL 3171 100.00
25
TABLE 2
MISCELLANEOUS COARSE EARTHENWARES 
SHERDS AND MINIMUM VESSELS
TYPE_______________________________ SHERDS______ VESSELS
Red/yellow body, unglazed 48 1
Red body, black lead glaze 110 8
Red body, clear lead glaze 101 12
Miscellaneous earthenware 107 15
TOTALS 366 36
26
percent (110 sherds) have a red body and black lead glaze, 
red bodied sherds with a clear lead glaze comprise 28% (101 
sherds), and those with a soft pasted composite body of red
and yellow clays and no glaze are 13% or 48 sherds.
/
Miscellaneous earthenwares make up the final group. These are 
the 107 sherds (29%) with no unifying characteristics. They 
range from brick-like bodies with no glaze to buff body sherds 
with brown glaze. Many of these coarse earthenwares are very 
small and heavily worn.
Gary Wheeler Stone (1973:105) has suggested that coarse 
earthenwares were very common during the eighteenth century 
because of their versatility in the preparation and storage 
of foods making them an integral part of the late colonial 
household. Coarse earthenwares have been found in great 
quantities at most eighteenth-century sites of all economic 
and social classes.
The remaining 13 ceramic types are represented by less 
than 100 sherds each (Table 1) . These ware types fall into 
two rough categories: those with 1% or more and those with 
less than .5%. British and American stonewares, colonoware, 
white saltglazed stoneware, Rhenish stoneware, tinglazed 
earthenware, slipwares, Buckleyware, and Astbury are members 
of the first group; Jackfield, Nottingham stoneware, North 
Devon gravel tempered earthenware, Staffordshire manganese 
mottled ware, and unidentifiable cream-colored earthenware 
are part of the second.
27
Of the 132 coarse stoneware sherds shown on Table 1, 123 
are sherds of English brown stoneware, mainly utilitarian 
storage and preparation vessels. None of the Governor's Land 
sherds are decorated and none are of a formal recognized type.
The remaining nine sherds of coarse stoneware are 
American gray stoneware. These nineteenth- and twentieth- 
century sherds were all found in plowzone contexts and it is 
uncertain if they are part of the site or represent slope 
erosion from the uphill twentieth-century structures. The 
lack of any American stoneware in undisturbed contexts 
suggests these nine sherds are intrusions.
The 91 earthenware sherds decorated with slip all exhibit 
the buff to yellow body and yellow and black decoration 
attributable to Staffordshire (Noel-Hume 1970:107). Dotted, 
trailed and combed designs are represented with these being 
executed in a black design on a white slip that appears yellow 
under the lead glaze. Common during the period prior to the 
American Revolution, slipwares are often used as drinking 
vessels and serving vessels.
Tin-glazed earthenwares, or delftware, are 2.84% (90
sherds) of the Governor's Land ceramics. All the sherds are 
distributed evenly between having a blue tint to the glaze 
and having a whiter or pinkish tint. The only decoration 
present is blue painting on less than half the sherds. These 
sherds are all English and all are debased, crudely painted
28
sherds, typical of the late eighteenth century (Hughes 
1960:18).
White saltglazed stoneware (64 sherds) and the 14 sherds 
of white saltglazed stoneware decorated in scratch blue 
represent the "most important stoneware development" (Noel- 
Hume 1970:114). The English white saltglaze industry arose 
in the second quarter of the eighteenth century and severely 
crippled the popularity of tin-glazed earthenwares. White 
saltglazed stoneware was the most popular tableware until the 
advent of creamware in the 1760s. Sixteen sherds have a 
rolled rim typical of the white saltglazed chamber pots of the 
late eighteenth century (Noel-Hume 1970:148). Five sherds of 
molded flatware exhibiting both dot, diaper, and basket, and 
barley patterns were excavated. The scratch blue sherds are 
debased rather than neatly incised and filled with cobalt. 
The debased quality of the sherds is typical of later, mid to 
late eighteenth-century scratch blue (Noel-Hume 1970).
German gray stoneware is termed Rhenish after the region 
along the Rhine River that produced the bulk of it. The 
Governor's Land collection contains 57 pieces of Rhenish 
stoneware, 50 of which are incised and decorated in cobalt 
blue. The seven remaining sherds are sprig-molded and
decorated in cobalt blue. Common on American sites from the 
late seventeenth century, the German stonewares lost 
popularity by the late eighteenth century as the Staffordshire 
and American stoneware industries rose to prominence.
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Colonoware, first classified by Ivor Noel-Hume (1962), 
is a coarse earthenware, locally made, whose origins are a 
mystery. Employing Native American techniques it was usually
produced in European forms. Found in abundance on sites of
the eighteenth century, both African-American slaves and 
Native Americans are attributed with creating the ware (see 
Ferguson 1980; Rinehart 1986). The 48 sherds found at the 
Governor’s Land are very heavily tempered with oyster shell. 
They all have a refined, dense paste and plain interior and 
exterior surfaces. They are all very dark, almost black, in 
color. Of the 48 sherds recovered, 39 are from Feature 1, the 
other nine sherds are from plowzone contexts.
While debate continues on the ability of colonoware to
indicate race at an excavated site (Ferguson 1980), the 
presence of colonoware is thought to be a good indication of 
lower status occupancy. Research at the Pope Site in 
Southampton County, Virginia, conducted by Reinhart (1987) 
showed the spatial distribution of colonoware sherds to be 
almost solely limited to a slave quarter, kitchen, and 
smokehouse. The structure interpreted as the farmstead’s 
owner's yielded only two of the 337 sherds recovered from 
feature-related contexts. Colonoware has been found routinely 
by archaeologists working on slave and lower class sites in 
Virginia (Kelso 1984; Parker and Hernigle 1990; White 1991) 
and its presence on the "Governor's Land" site may be an 
indicator of a lower socioeconomic status occupation.
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Thirty-nine of the sherds are hard, red-bodied, lead- 
glazed earthenware developed by John Astbury in the second 
quarter of the eighteenth century. They are decorated with 
horizontal bands of white slip that appear yellow under the 
glaze. Such decoration is characteristic of Astbury ware 
(Noel-Hume 1970:122-123).
Buckley ware, from the Welsh district of Buckley, 
comprises .98% or 31 of the sherds. The body is marbleized 
from the use of red and yellow clays and the lead-glaze is 
thick and black. Sherds are ribbed and the rims are thick 
and folded, both Buckley characteristics (Noel-Hume 1970:132) .
The 13 sherds of Jackfield are of the deep purple bodied 
variety. They are glazed with a dense black lead glaze (Noel- 
Hume 1970:123).
Ten Nottingham stoneware sherds were found. Developed 
in the late seventeenth century, Nottingham and the other 
refined English brown stonewares are thin, with a shiny light 
brown, smooth surface. They can be very thinly potted. 
Although these wares are often incised, none of the sherds 
from 44JC298 exhibit decoration of any kind (Noel-Hume 
1970:113).
Two sherds of Staffordshire manganese-mottled glazed ware 
are present. With a thin buff to light red body, the lead 
glaze has flecks of manganese which give it its speckled 
appearance and its name.
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Two sherds of North Devon gravel tempered ceramics have 
been identified. As the name implies these are heavily gravel 
tempered and have a friable salmon colored body and greenish 
glaze (Noel-Hume 1970:133). Both these sherds are from the 
plowzone and they may represent intrusions from the 
seventeenth-century site located nearby.
Ironstone, whiteware, and flower pot sherds were 
recovered almost solely from the plowzone at 44JC298. Seven 
percent of the sherds are whiteware and thicker ironstone. 
All ironstone was recovered from plowzone. With the exception 
of 11 sherds, all whiteware was recovered from plowed 
contexts. The 11 sherds come from the upper layers of Feature 
1, Features 6, 15 and 48 and were probably deposited through 
either deeper plowing or natural movement.
Fifty-two fragments of a flower pot come from the 
plowzone. Since red earthenware pots have not changed greatly 
in two hundred years, it is impossible to date these sherds; 
but since they are all from plowzone, they were probably 
deposited at the site later.
Creamware, the refined earthenware innovation developed 
in the mid-eighteenth century and marketed successfully by 
Josiah Wedgwood after 1762, first appears in Virginia 
documents in August 1769 in an order of Martha Jacquelin of 
Yorktown (Noel-Hume 1973:227). After much research, Noel- 
Hume concludes creamware was not in the James City County area 
before this date. Creamware is pale yellow and rarely
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decorated; the appeal of the ceramic was its color and 
strength rather than any elaborate decorative technique.
The sherds of creamware recovered are typical of this 
generalization. Of the 1451 sherds recovered only 21 are 
decorated with either printing or painting, while 98.5% are 
not decorated. This large number is almost identical to the 
99% of plain creamware that Ivor Noel-Hume (1973:242) 
hypothesized had been recovered from Colonial Williamsburg, 
the eighteenth-century Virginia capitol and certainly 
inhabited by wealthy, trendsetting residents of James City 
County. Thirteen of the 2 0 transfer printed sherds are part 
of a black-printed George Washington commemorative teabowl, 
or possibly bowl. These printed commemorative pieces were 
popular in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Liverpool produced the majority of such wares and they 
commonly praised Washington, Lafayette, Nelson, and other 
military and political leaders. Such bowls and pitchers were 
made specifically for the American market, since it is 
unlikely many English families would purchase a piece 
commemorating an English defeat (Moore 1903:108).
The remaining seven transfer-printed sherds are from a 
small teabowl. They represent a pastoral scene with sheep 
and forest. All the transfer printed creamware sherds found 
at 44JC298 are printed with black.
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One sherd of the 21 is painted. It is a floral scene 
similar to the porcelain Famille Rose pattern, although the 
once bright overglaze enamelling has worn off.
The discussion thus far has centered solely on decorative 
techniques done to refined earthenwares by either painting or 
printing. The actual creation of the vessel can contain 
decorative characteristics, yet still fall into the plain, 
undecorated category discussed previously. Through molding 
and sprig-molding, ceramics are decorated while being made.
Only one creamware sherd is sprig-molded. Sprig-molding 
is the process of separately molding small decorative elements 
such as flowers, animals, or crests and applying them to the 
main body when it is in the leather hard stage. This 
technique is often used on stonewares. The sprig-molded 
creamware sherd is part of a pitcher handle joint. Flowers 
are molded to the spot where the handle joins the body.
Most common of creamware decorative techniques recovered 
from 44JC298, molding is the process of forming vessels in 
plaster molds with some decoration molded directly to the 
body. Examples from the Governor*s Land collection include 
beaded, bead and reel, royal rimmed flatware, and feather 
edged flatware (Noel-Hume 1970:116). Almost one-third of the 
creamware sherds are thus molded including many royal rim 
sherds. One handle, probably of a teacup, is molded in a 
criss-cross pattern.
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Although creamware was the most common ceramic found at 
44JC298, pearlware, another refined earthenware, also was 
recovered. As Table 1 shows, 3 06 or 9.64% of the ceramics 
are pearlware. Developed in 1782 by Josiah Wedgwood, the 
addition of cobalt to the lead glaze produces a white, refined 
earthenware reminiscent of Chinese porcelain. The surface is 
often decorated in the Chinese style using cobalt and 
polychrome painting (Noel-Hume 1973:233). Like creamware it 
is molded; but while creamware is generally not decorated, 
pearlware is noteworthy because of its decoration and new 
decorative techniques evolved to ornament it (Noel-Hume 1969a)
Less than half of the pearlware recovered is undecorated. 
Of the remaining 55%, Table 3 lists the decorative techniques 
and their amounts: painted blue, painted polychrome, transfer
printed, shell-edged plates in blue and green, annular 
decorations, fingerpainted wares, sponge decorated, and flow 
blue. The 63 sherds with underglaze blue painting are most 
frequent. These sherds are all painted depicting Chinese- 
influenced scenes.
Underglaze painting in polychrome is also common on 
pearlware from the Governor's Land. Significant among the 38 
sherds are pieces of two teabowls with ribbons and petite 
flowers on the exterior and a single flower on the interior.
Thirty-six of the decorated pearlware sherds are shell- 
edged. First developed for creamware, shell-edged wares are
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TABLE 3
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: SHERDS
WARE NUMBER SHERDS DATE
CREAMWARE
Plain 1430
Overglaze painted poly. 1
Printed black 2 0
PEARLWARE
Plain 138
Underglaze painted blue 63
Annularware 12
Sponged blue 7
Shell-edged blue 28
Shell-edged green 8
Underglaze painted poly. 38
Underglaze printed blue 6
Flow blue 4
Fingerpainted 1
Willowware 1
1791
1790
1788
1799
1800 
1805 
1860 
1805 
1805 
1805 
1818 
1860 
1805 
1818
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TABLE 3 (cont.)
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: SHERDS
______NUMBER SHERDS________ DATE
PORCELAIN
Plain, Chinese 101
Underglaze painted blue 37
Overglaze polychrome 11
Famille Rose 1
Willowware 3
European 17
WHITE SALTGLAZED STONEWARE
Plain 43
Chamber pot, rolled rim 16
Molded flatware 5
Scratch blue, debased 14
RHENISH
Sprig-molded 7
Incised 50
TINGLAZED EARTHENWARE
Plain, drug jar 90
SLIPWARE 91
JACKFIELD 13
BUCKLEY 31
NORTH DEVON GRAVEL TEMPER 2
1750
1730
1730
1775
1806
1850
1763
1757
1758 
1760
1668
1738
1780
1733
1760
1746
1713
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TABLE 3 (cont.)
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: SHERDS
WARE___________________NUMBER SHERDS  DATE
ASTBURY 39 1738
MANGANESE MOTTLED WARE 2 1740
NOTTINGHAM 10 1755
AMERICAN STONEWARE 9 1850
ENGLISH BROWN STONEWARE 123 1750
WHITEWARE 226 1860
MEAN CERAMIC DATE WITH WHITEWARE: 1787.42
MEAN CERAMIC DATE WITHOUT WHITEWARE: 1780.78
*Colonoware and miscellaneous earthenwares not included. 
All dates based on South (1977a).
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molded and painted with brushstrokes around the rim. Shell- 
edged plates reached their zenith in the nineteenth century 
when they represented the lowest priced decorated wares 
available (Miller 1980). Typically, blue was the most popular 
color for shell-edge flatware and the Governor's Land 
collection is no exception: 28 of the edged wares are blue,
while only eight are green.
Six other decorative techniques are used to embellish 
the pearlware from the Governor's Land. Twelve annularware 
pieces are present. Annularwares consist of repeating 
horizontal stripes or geometric patterns, characteristically 
colored with browns, light blues, and greens (Noel-Hume 1970 
131) . The recovered sherds include one with a brown 
checkerboard pattern, and the others have bands of these 
colors. All 12 of these sherds exhibit engine turned grooves 
commonly found on annularware.
Seven sherds decorated with underglaze blue transfer 
printing were found. One of these sherds is identified as 
the specific Chinese-influenced pattern Blue Willow, first 
transferred in 1792 and popularized in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries (Noel-Hume 1970). The others are Chinese 
in style, similar to the blue painted sherds, but they are too 
small to identify the specific transfer name. Finger 
painting, a term to describe a swirled slip decoration, is 
found on one sherd from 44JC298.
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As Table 3 illustrates, the remaining 11 pearlware sherds 
date later than the majority of other ceramics recovered from 
44JC298. Sponged blue (seven sherds) is a method of painting 
with cut sponges similar to the vegetable prints of childhood. 
Flow blue (four sherds) is a blue transfer print allowed to 
run or "flow” out of the inscribed lines. These sherds were 
recovered from plowed contexts and probably represent 
intrusions from the twentieth-century site.
The methods used to decorate porcelain are the same as 
those used with creamware and pearlware. The Chinese 
developed the art of porcelain and monopolized the market 
until the mid-eighteenth century. By the early nineteenth 
century Chinese porcelain was being replaced by English and 
European porcelains and refined earthenwares. At the 
Governor's Land, Chinese porcelain accounts for 88% of the 
porcelain while only 20 sherds of European (including English) 
porcelain are present.
The majority of the Chinese porcelain is undecorated. 
Almost 60% of the sherds are plain. The most common 
decorative technique found on the porcelain is underglaze blue 
painting. Interestingly, the percentage of painted porcelain 
(21.76%) is mirrored in the percentage of pearlware decorated 
with underglaze blue painting (20.58%). This similarity is 
of interest since in many respects pearlware is a visual copy 
of porcelain and the effect is most striking on the painted 
pieces (Noel-Hume 1969a; 1973:233). One can surmise that blue
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painted pieces of pearlware and porcelain were being purchased 
in similar quantities.
The remaining 12 sherds of Chinese porcelain are painted 
polychrome overglaze. One of these sherds is identifiable as 
part of the Famille Rose pattern, a design of large peonies 
often found on wares of the late eighteenth century (Noel- 
Hume 197 0:259). The other 11 sherds are too small or damaged 
to identify specific patterns.
Transfer printing appears on none of the Chinese 
porcelain. It is used on three of the 2 0 non-Chinese 
porcelains. All three of these are parts of the Willow 
pattern first used after 1792 (Noel-Hume 1970:130).
The remaining 17 sherds of European porcelain are 
decorated in transfer-printed blue. They are too small to 
discern the printed pattern or motif. These 2 0 sherds of 
European (probably English) porcelain were all recovered from 
the plowzone. Because the sherds are so small and weathered 
it is difficult to date them. It is likely they date after 
the mid-nineteenth century. They may be intrusive from the 
twentieth-century site.
The sherds recovered from the Governor's Land describe 
a collection heavy in the innovative eighteenth-century 
creamware. The inhabitants possessed a majority of creamware 
ceramics, accented with pearlware and porcelain. B e s i d e s  
these late eighteenth-century porcelains and refined 
earthenwares, coarse, utilitarian earthenwares were recovered.
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Some of these sherds are of wares that date prior to the last 
quarter of the eighteenth century. They may be intrusive from 
the seventeenth-century site, or they might have been curated 
by the inhabitants of the Governor's Land.
The picture emerging from the description of the sherds 
recovered from 44JC298 is of a household predominately 
containing creamware. The inhabitants also used pearlware 
and porcelain for dining and tea, and had an abundance of 
coarse earthenware, including colonoware, in the kitchen and 
other food preparation activity areas.
CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF CERAMIC SHERDS FROM 44JC298
The individual sherds from a site are important for the 
information they hold about occupational dates, dates of 
feature deposition, economic status of the inhabitants, and 
spatial patterning which can inform about functional areas of 
the site.
In Method and Theory in Historical Archaeology. Stanley 
South (1977a) devised a method of dating sites based on the 
ceramics recovered. His theory uses the mean date of 
manufacture for the ware type. Certain decorative attributes 
or vessel forms have dates which further refine this process. 
In general, the number of sherds recovered of a specific type 
is multiplied by the date. The products are added together 
and the sum is then divided by the total number of sherds 
analyzed. This produces the mean date for the manufacture of 
the sherds, which archaeologist infer has a broad parallel 
with the occupation of the site in question.
A number of problems exist in the South mean ceramic 
dating formula. The application of the formula assumes the 
use/breakage/discard rate of ceramics at eighteenth-century 
sites was uniform and comparable. Certainly some wares were
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less prone to breakage, the "good china" that was used only 
on special occasions is one perfect example. People break 
more of what they use most often. South's theory also assumes 
that the lifespan of ceramic vessels are regular and 
comparable. It is clear some ceramics are broken quickly, 
while others may get handed down to poor or enslaved groups 
or curated as heirloom pieces, thereby skewing the dates. 
The process also fails to account for after-occupational 
forces that serve to alter the ceramic assemblage (Coleman et 
al. 1990). For instance, the intrusive whiteware at 44JC298 
alters the date by eight years and these sherds are not 
thought to be part of the record left by the site inhabitants. 
When computing the mean ceramic date these limitations often 
cause an analyst to alter a sample by changing mean dates or 
using only feature related ceramics to compensate for the 
shortcomings.
The mean ceramic date is merely a starting point to 
arrive at a site date, many other factors must also be taken 
into account. Other techniques, notably the terminus post 
quern date, or documentary sources, can refine the mean ceramic 
date while often providing a more accurate date of occupation.
Table 3 shows the different ceramic types and the dates 
attributable to them. Colonoware, the coarse earthenwares, 
and the sherds of red flowerpot are not used because they have 
not been assigned adequate dates. When the formula is 
applied, a date of 1787.42 is reached. Omitting the whiteware
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(which is intrusive— see Chapter Two) in the calculations 
results in a mean ceramic date of 1780.78. This third quarter 
of the eighteenth century date is logical given the types of 
ceramics found at 44JC298. However, a large number of the 
ceramic sherds date to the early and mid-eighteenth century. 
The Rhenish stoneware, slipwares, Buckley, and North Devon 
gravel tempered ware date prior to 1750.
These earlier ceramic wares represent types used for 
storage and preparation and, therefore, were not meant to be 
seen by visitors. The "status wares”, the tablewares and 
teawares of pearlware, porcelain, and creamware, were intended 
for public display and use; and therefore, the inhabitants, 
possibly due to sensitivity towards changing tastes in 
fashion, or a desire to emulate the wealthy planters of the 
county or the urban elite in Williamsburg, might have replaced 
these public, display items as often as money and/or fashion 
dictated (see Kelso 1984; Miller 1980). The utilitarian 
storage and preparation wares might only be replaced when 
necessary, when the object broke or was worn beyond use.
Besides being used to date a site, ceramic sherds are 
very useful in dating features and layers of fill in complex 
features. The Terminus Post Quern or TPO is the latest 
possible date for the feature or layer in question. Rather 
than a mean or calculated date, the TPO date is derived as 
the earliest manufacturing date for the most recent artifact 
in the layer or feature.
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The TPO date was discerned for Feature 1, as well as for 
each layer in every quadrant of Feature 1. The overall TPO 
for Feature 1 is 1820 based on three pieces of whiteware 
(South 1977a). These sherds are from layers 2, 4, and a
disturbed layer named 2+3. (Layer 1 of Feature 1 in every 
quadrant was plowzone.) If these three sherds are disregarded 
as intrusions, which the excavators feel they are (Reinhart 
1986:personal communication), then the TPO for the feature 
becomes 1780 based on pearlware found there. The earliest 
possible date for pearlware is 1780 (Noel-Hume 1973). 
Likewise the layers within Feature 1 date to either 1780 
(pearlware) or 1762 on the basis of creamware.
Seriation of the layers was done to see if the ceramics 
were discarded slowly through time or quickly. While the TPO 
dates suggests a quick filling of the cellar, seriation, a 
method of relative dating, can show slight nuances in the 
depositional sequence by exhibiting variation in amounts of 
ceramic discarded (Deetz 1967:27). The different ceramics 
recovered from Feature 1 were quantified and the relative 
percentages from each level compared. The seriated layers of 
Feature 1 further suggest rapid filling of the hole. 
Creamware frequencies recovered are consistent throughout the 
layers. A slow filling episode would have shown high 
percentages of creamware in the earliest, lowest layers and 
smaller percentages in the later, upper layers.
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The sherds are then very important in presenting 
information about the date of specific features and about the 
methods of deposition in features. They date the main cellar 
to after 1780 and show that the filling of the cellar was 
probably fairly rapid. The fact that the excavators noticed 
only three layers in the cellar further supports the idea that 
the cellar was filled quickly. Layers build up through the 
deposition of soil in a feature. The length of time a feature 
is open and being filled is directly proportional to the 
number and size of the soil layers filling it. Quickly filled 
features then, have fewer strata.
The decorations on creamware and pearlware are 
significant because this is a basic way to arrive at an 
economic scale for the inhabitants of a site. As George 
Miller states in his article "Classification and Economic 
Scaling of 19th Century Ceramics" (1980:3), "social status of 
any commodity is related to how much the objects costs. 
Prices for pottery were determined by how they were 
decorated." Miller outlines four economic categories of 
decoration beginning with undecorated and progressing in cost 
through minimal decoration (shell-edged, annularware, etc.), 
hand painted wares, and transfer printed wares. The "economic 
index", as Miller proposes, is intended for use with vessels 
rather than sherds, yet when the individual creamware and 
pearlware sherds are viewed with this scaling in mind, certain
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patterns become apparent about the economic status of the 
inhabitants of the site.
Table 4 outlines the creamware and pearlware decorative 
attributes using George Miller's economic groupings. While 
the least expensive group, undecorated wares, account for 1568 
sherds or 89%, the most expensive category, printed pieces, 
encompass less than 2% of the 1757 sherds examined. Clearly, 
based solely on this type of decorative analysis, the 
consumers at the Governor's Land were choosing plain, less 
expensive refined earthenwares for their consumption vessels. 
Perhaps decoration did not matter as much as merely possessing 
these new, refined earthenwares, even in the plain, less 
expens ive forms.
Although formal pricing structures for porcelains are 
not developed to the degree as the earthenwares, the same 
general rules apply. Clearly the plain, undecorated sherds 
are least expensive, while the decorated examples increase in 
cost. Pricing comes from the amount of manhours and skill 
required to produce a product and like the refined 
earthenwares underglaze decoration requires less firing than 
overglaze (Miller 1980).
Price could have been a factor in the abundance of plain, 
undecorated porcelain sherds recovered from 44JC298. Almost 
60% of the sherds were not decorated. Underglaze wares of 
Chinese porcelain outrank overglaze wares almost 2 to 1. The
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TABLE 4 
DECORATIVE ATTRIBUTES FOR 
CREAMWARE AND PEARLWARE SHERDS 
BASED ON MILLER'S (1980) CERAMIC INDEX
WARE DECORATION n %
CREAMWARE
DECORATIVE GROUP 1: undecorated 1430 98.55
DECORATIVE GROUP 3: painted 1 .06
DECORATIVE GROUP 4: printed 20 1.39
PEARLWARE
DECORATIVE GROUP 1: undecorated 138 45.10
DECORATIVE GROUP 2: banded 56 18.30
DECORATIVE GROUP 3: painted 101 13.01
DECORATIVE GROUP 4: printed 11 3.59
TOTAL CREAMWARE AND PEARLWARE n %
GROUP 1: undecorated
GROUP 2: banded
GROUP 3: painted
GROUP 4: printed
1568
56
102
31
89.24
3.19
5.81
1.76
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decrease of sherds with specific decorative type is in direct 
relation to the relative cost of the decoration. This trend 
is the same for the Chinese porcelain as it was for the 
English creamware and pearlware.
The abundance of lowest priced sherds, in creamware, 
pearlware, and porcelain, and the similarity of percentages 
between the ware types, indicates the inhabitants of the 
Governor's Land were purchasing undecorated, less expensive 
ceramics, suggesting they might have been of a lower economic 
standing (Herman 1984; Miller 1981).
Lastly, the ceramic sherds are used to find 
distributional patterns within the plowzone across the site. 
Plotting distributions of ceramic wares in the plowzone can 
often show functional uses for buildings or areas, expose 
disposal patterns, pinpointing middens and detail activity 
areas across a site, although plowing often erases the 
features associated with these activities (Pogue 1988).
Figure 7 shows the units of excavated plowzone 
superimposed with the two structural complexes. The artifacts 
for each unit of plowzone were plotted by hand on this map to 
discover distributional patterns. The unit with the highest 
number of sherds was used as the constant and the totals of 
sherds in other squares were figured in relation to this high 
square. High density squares are represented by 75 to 100% 
of the ceramics, low density is less than 25% of the sherds.
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Figure 8 represents the location of all ceramic sherds 
recovered from the plowzone. Units V2 and V3 are the only 
five by five units containing more than a 75 percent sample 
of all ceramics. Figures 9 and 10 show the relationship of 
coarsewares to refined wares. Both these figures indicate V2 
and V3 as high density units, while Figure 9 shows square Q4, 
to the northeast of V2 as a third concentrated area.
Figures 11, 12, and 13, illustrate creamware, pearlware 
and porcelain distributions. In all three, V2 is a high 
density square. The squares around V2 also are concentrated; 
creamware and pearlware is found south of V2, while porcelain 
is mainly northeast of V2 in Q3.
In all six figures the areas of low concentration do not 
form such obvious patterns as the concentration in and around 
square V2. It is clear that the area of V2 is a high density 
zone. When the features are superimposed over the plowzone 
units (Figure 7) the two structures, Features 1 and 57, form 
a right angle with the vertice in the area of V2. This "hot 
spot" is probably the yard or common area for the habitational 
zone, with the concentration of ceramics representing a midden 
or trash area. Given this yard hypothesis and the 
concentrations of artifacts in Q3, Q4, V3, B2, and especially 
V2, it is unfortunate the void east of these was not dug. 
Figure 7, showing the structures, does not help explain the 
areas of low concentration.
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KEY TO FIGURES 8 - 1 3
Squares with high density of ceramics.
Squares with moderate density of ceramics.
Squares with low density of ceramics.
Coarsewares include: English Stoneware, Colonoware, Buckley,
Slipware, Miscellaneous coarse earthenwares.
Refined Wares include: Rhenish, White saltglazed
stoneware, Creamware, Pearlware, Porcelain, Tin 
glazed earthenware, Nottingham stoneware, Astbury,
Jackfield.
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In conclusion, the ceramic sherds demonstrate that the 
site was occupied in the third quarter of the eighteenth 
century, probably into the first decade of the nineteenth 
century. Ceramic decorations suggest the inhabitants of the 
site were at the lower end of the economic scale, but 
possessed fashionable, refined earthenwares, popular with the 
wealthier people of the county. They acquired, through 
purchase or other means, these stylish ceramics and Chinese 
porcelains to entertain and use publicly. At the same time 
they reused older wares in the private areas of the home 
possibly out of sight from guests or visitors to the house.
However, the fashionable creamware, pearlware, and 
porcelains they used bespoke their economic situation. The 
occupants of the Governor1s Land probably did not use highly 
decorated, expensive tablewares or teawares on a daily basis. 
Instead, their primary tableware was of the least expensive 
type, undecorated, plain creamware (Gruber 1991; Herman 1984; 
Miller 1981). The abundance of plain creamware recovered, 
suggests the occupants were acquiring fashionable, refined 
earthenwares and porcelains but of the least expensive variety 
(Herman 1984; Miller 1981).
The ceramic sherds also tell us about the use of space 
at the site. While activity took place around the two 
structures, the heaviest area of activity appears to be the 
area between the two houses. This probably represents a yard 
where the occupants carried out many of their daily chores.
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High distribution of ceramics in this area is also undoubtedly 
related to the traffic that went across this area of the site 
as the people of the two structures carried out their lives.
CHAPTER IV
CERAMIC VESSELS FROM 44JC298
In this chapter the ceramic sherds described in Chapter 
Two are sorted into individual vessels. The process of moving 
from sherds to vessels is important for a number of reasons. 
Initially, a more exact picture of the site is obtained, since 
sherd counts tell nothing about how many ceramic vessels are 
present in a collection. Minimum vessel counts give the 
minimum number of ceramics used at a site, whereas sherds only 
represent what types of items are present. Discerning vessel 
form allows the function of the sherds to be ascertained. The 
vessel analysis also can make slight decoration variations 
clear, thereby presenting a more accurate picture of the 
economic conditions present at a site.
When ceramic sherds are vesselized they can show the 
activities and functions taking place at the site and 
sometimes in certain areas or structures at a site. For 
instance, a dairy often has a high percentage of pans or other 
coarse earthenware storage vessels to process and store milk 
products.
Lists of vessels can be compared with other sites and 
changes in foodways and differences in site function can
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sometimes be seen (see Bragdon 1981; Otto 1984; Yentsch 1990). 
Using the vessels described below, comparisons with sites of 
differing types, from similar geographical locations, will be 
compared to attempt to place 44JC298 into a broader 
socioeconomic and regional context.
To arrive at the minimum vessel count sherds are first 
sorted by ceramic ware. Then each ware is divided based on 
body, glaze, thickness, and decorative characteristics. In 
this analysis rim sherds were first used to denote vessels. 
When base or characteristic body sherds disagreed or differed 
from the rims, these were used to create vessels. The key to 
achieving an accurate count is to divide odd pieces and group 
similar sherds. No matter how systematic, the process is 
always subjective; therefore, when questions arise the 
conservative approach is followed, since the result is a 
minimum count of vessels not a maximum one.
Table 5 shows the 188 minimum vessels identified at 
44JC298 by ware type. Refined earthenwares form the most 
numerous vessels. This is not surprising since they were the 
most numerous sherds also. Creamware and pearlware (37 and 
28 vessels respectively) are the bulk of the refined 
earthenware vessels. The remaining 12% of the refined 
earthenware vessels are tin-glazed earthenware (four vessels) , 
Astburyware (two vessels), Jackfield (two vessels), and 
Staffordshire manganese mottled ware (one vessel).
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TABLE 5 
VESSELS FROM 44JC298
WARE____________________________ n
REFINED EARTHENWARE 74 39
Creamware 37
Pearlware 28
Astbury 2
Manganese Mottled 1
Tinglazed 4
Jackfield 2
COARSE EARTHENWARE 62 3 3
Colonoware 5
North Devon Gravel Tem. 1
Slipwares 16
Buckley 4
Miscellaneous 36
REFINED STONEWARE 14 7
White-saltglaze 5
Scratch blue 1
Rhenish 5
Nottingham 3
COARSE STONEWARE 20 11
English brown 12
American gray 8
PORCELAIN 18 10
Chinese export 13
English/European 5
50.
38.
3.
1.
5.
3.
8 .
2.
26. 
6 .
58.
36.
7.
36.
21
60
40
72
28
TOTALS 188 100.
63
Coarse earthenwares comprise 62 vessels. Miscellaneous 
coarse red and buff bodied wares are the majority of these. 
Table 2 shows the breakdown of these 3 6 vessels based on ware 
characteristics. Miscellaneous unidentified earthenware make 
up 15 of these 3 6 vessels; sherds with a red body and clear 
lead glaze, 12 vessels; red body, black glazed sherds, eight 
vessels; and red/yellow bodied sherds with no glaze, one
vessel.
Staffordshire slipwares form 16 of the vessels, unglazed 
colonoware five, Buckley four, and one vessel is North Devon 
gravel tempered.
English brown stonewares are 12 of the 20 coarse
stonewares. The remaining eight are American gray stonewares.
Chinese export porcelains account for 13 of the 18
porcelain vessels. Unidentified American or English
porcelains equal five vessels.
Finally, refined stonewares are just 14 of the 188 
vessels. There are six white saltglazed vessels; one of these 
has scratch blue decoration. Five vessels are Rhenish gray 
stoneware and three are English Nottingham stoneware.
Table 6 presents the vessels by ceramic wares breaking 
these down to show vessel forms represented. The use of 
vessel form provides detailed information about what types of
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KEY TO TABLE 6
cw CREAMWARE
PW PEARLWARE
PORC PORCELAIN
WSG WHITE SALTGLAZED STONEWARE
RHEN RHENISH STONEWARE
JF JACKFIELD
SLIP STAFFORDSHIRE SLIPWARE
COLONO COLONOWARE
AST ASTBURY
MA MOTT MOTTLED MANGANESE GLAZED EARTHENWARE
NOTT NOTTINGHAM STONEWARE
NDGT NORTH DEVON GRAVEL TEMPERED EARTHENWARE
D TIN GLAZED EARTHENWARE
BCK BUCKLEYWARE
EW MISCELLANEOUS EARTHENWARES
SW OTHER STONEWARES
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TABLE 6 
MINIMUM VESSELS 44JC298
FORM CW PW PORC WSG RHEN JF SLIP
10” PLATE 7 3 1
8” PLATE 2 1
SOUP PLATE 10 1
SMALL DISH
PLATTER 2 1
SAUCER 5 3 4
TEA BOWL 4 6 6 1
BOWL 1 3 2 1 6
DRINKING POT 6
MUG 1 3 1
PITCHER 1
JUG
JAR
BOTTLE
MILK PAN
PIPKIN
CHAMBER POT 3 2
FLOWER POT
DRUG POT
UNID. FW 3 7 5 1
UNID. HW 1 5 1 2
TOTALS 37 28 18 6 5 2 16
COLONO
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FORM
TABLE 6 (Cont.)
MINIMUM VESSELS JC298 
AST MA MOT NOTT NDGT D BCK EW  SW
10” PLATE 
8” PLATE 
SOUP PLATE 
SMALL DISH 
PLATTER 
SAUCER 
TEA BOWL 
BOWL
POSSET POT 
MUG
PITCHER 
JUG 
JAR 
BOTTLE 
MILK PAN 
PIPKIN 
CHAMBER POT 
DRUG POT 
FLOWER POT 
UNID. FW 
UNID. HW 
TOTALS
1
1
25
36
11
20
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activities were occurring at the site. As Table 6 
illustrates, the 21 separate forms identified at the 
Governor's Land can be grouped into eight functional 
categories (Yentsch 1990). These are solid food consumption 
and serving vessels (flatwares), liquid food consumption and 
serving vessels, food processing vessels, food storage 
vessels, beverage consumption vessels, beverage serving 
vessels, hygiene related vessels, and miscellaneous vessels.
The liquid food consumption and serving vessels, used 
primarily for serving and eating stews or one pot meals, are 
the most numerous vessel type. Twenty-eight of the 39 vessels 
in this category are small, shallow bowls; the other 11 liquid 
food consumption vessels are soup plates. Of the 28 shallow, 
round-sided bowls, 18 are coarse earthenwares, five are 
refined earthenware, two are porcelain, and three are 
stoneware.
Six of the 28 bowls are made of Staffordshire slipware. 
Three have a 3.5" base, one has a three inch base, one has 
a very small 1.75” base, and no base or rim measurements are 
available for the last bowl.
Five of the bowls are colonoware. As discussed in 
Chapter Two, colonoware from this site is shell-tempered. 
These bowls all have flat bottoms. At least two of the bowls 
may have had small handles similar to those from the Pope Site 
(Reinhart 1986:65). The colonoware from 44JC298 is
undecorated and no evidence of burnishing is present.
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One North Devon gravel tempered bowl was recovered from 
plowzone. This bowl may be intrusional from the nearby 
seventeenth-century site, or it might represent an heirloom 
piece the occupants of the Governor's Land continued to use.
The final six coarse earthenware bowls are red bodied 
wares. Three of the six are black glazed, two are glazed with 
a clear lead glaze, and one is missing glaze.
Of the five refined earthenware bowls, one creamware bowl 
has an eight inch rim diameter. It probably functioned as a 
consumption vessel as well as a serving vessel. It is counted 
as a consumption vessel. There is one Jackfield bowl with 
purple body and black glaze.
Three pearlware bowls, two with annular decoration and 
one with fingerpainting, were found. No rim diameters are 
available for these bowls. Decorated pearlware bowls such as 
these are sometimes associated with slave or lower class 
sites, where one-pot meals were commonly eaten. Otto 
(1984:65) explains "the folklike, slip-decorated banded ware 
appears to have appealed to people who were still 
participating in folk subcultures." The potteries in England 
shipped such wares to a "steady group of customers: rural
Britons; African agriculturalists; and black slaves" (Otto 
1984:65) .
The only stoneware bowls identified are three English 
brown bowls, one with a four inch rim diameter, and one with 
a five inch rim diameter. One is not measurable. All three
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of these are light brown mottled saltglaze, similar in 
appearance to the storage containers often recovered 
archaeologically.
Two porcelain bowls were found. The first is a Chinese 
export porcelain bowl with underglaze cobalt painting on the 
interior and the exterior. It has a seven inch rim diameter. 
The second is a European porcelain bowl, decorated on the 
exterior with blue unidentified decoration.
The other group of liquid food consumption vessels are 
the soup plates. Most of these are refined earthenware: 10 
of the 11 soup plates are creamware. The last plate is white 
saltglazed stoneware. The refined earthenwares and stoneware 
soup plates are constructed similar to common flatware plates, 
in that they are molded rather than thrown on a wheel, or hand 
coiled as the colonoware was. They differ from plates by 
being deeper, specifically for the consumption of liquids such 
as soups, thick stews, and one-pot meals. Because soup plates 
were probably used to eat this more watery fare they are 
grouped with the small, deep bowls.
The 10 creamware soups have a royal edge rim. This rim 
was popular in the last quarter of the eighteenth century 
(Noel-Hume 1970:116). The presence of 10 nearly identical 
plates discarded in the cellar suggests the majority of a set 
of royal edge soup plates was discarded together. The use of 
matched sets of ceramics gained popularity during the 
eighteenth century. The emergence of these matched sets
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"would certainly be an expression of a newly emergent world 
view characterized by order, control, and balance. A one 
person:one dish relationship" identified as the Georgian 
mindset by James Deetz (1977:60).
The lone white saltglaze soup plate is a barley rim 
popular about 25 years earlier (Noel-Hume 1970:116). All of 
these soups have rim diameters grouping around nine inches.
Flatwares comprise the next highest category of vessel 
types. Most of these flatwares were used to consume solid 
food. Some flatwares, such as the dishes and platters, were 
probably utilized as serving vessels. The flatwares have five 
separate categories. Three separate size plates (7, 8, and 
10 inches), larger serving dishes or platters, and plates that 
an accurate rim diameter could not be measured, thereby making 
their classification based on size impossible.
Eleven plates have a rim diameter of 10 inches. These 
large plates are table or dinner plates (Miller 1980:27). 
Seven of the 11 are creamware. Two of these have a feather- 
edged pattern while the other five are royal rims. The five 
with a royal rim might be part of the same set of creamware 
as the royal edge soup plates discussed above.
Two of the three pearlware 10" plates are shell-edged 
green; the other plate is shell-edged blue.
A 10" plate of combed Staffordshire slipware is one of 
three coarse earthenware flatwares from the Governor's Land. 
Large slipware plates such as this one probably served a
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multifunctional role in the dwelling. It is round and the 
same size as the refined earthenware plates; therefore, it is 
included in this category.
Three of the flatwares are eight inch plates. These 
smaller plates are referred to as twifflers (Miller 1980:27). 
Two of these are feather-edged creamware. The other plate is 
white saltglazed stoneware of the dot, diaper, and basket 
pattern.
One seven inch plate of red earthenware has a clear lead 
glaze. It is unclear how this vessel functioned at the site.
Three larger, oval dishes or platters are identified. 
Two of these are creamware, one with a feather-edged rim; one 
with a royal rim. The third is a shell-edged blue platter. 
These have an approximate 12" rim diameter. Matched sets of 
ceramics, and the use of matching platters, like these, to 
serve food is another characteristic of the Georgian mindset, 
the new world view emerging during the eighteenth century 
(Deetz 1977) .
The 17 plates that are not measurable are almost solely 
refined earthenwares. Seven of these are pearlware, five are 
porcelain, three creamware, one slipware, and one is 
unidentified coarse earthenware.
Of the seven pearlware unidentified flatware, four are 
shell-edged blue, one is shell-edged green, and one plate from 
the plowzone is decorated in the mid-nineteenth-century
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technique of flow blue. One pearlware plate has a royal edge 
pattern.
The three unidentified flatware vessels of creamware are 
all molded in the royal edge pattern. These are probably 
plates although the rim diameter is not measurable. It is 
likely that these plates are part of the set of royal edge 
wares that appear to have been discarded in Feature 1. If 
these are 10" plates, then there are a minimum of eight 10" 
plates and 10 soup plates discarded in the cellar; possibly 
the majority of a matched set?
Three Chinese export porcelain flatware vessels might be 
plates and are decorated with underglaze painting in blue. 
Two European porcelain vessels, also possibly plates, have 
rims similar to the Willow pattern popular from the late 
eighteenth century until today.
Finally, one unidentified flatware vessel is a 
Staffordshire slipware plate or dish and one is a red body, 
lead-glazed plate similar to the seven inch plate.
The 12 saucers recovered have rim diameters of five 
inches. They are all deeper saucers suitable for cooling tea, 
with five of creamware, three of pearlware, and four of 
porcelain. In this analysis the saucer is grouped with the 
flatwares, while the teabowl is grouped with the beverage 
consumption vessels. Although two of the saucers have 
indentions on the interior for placement of the teacup, the 
saucers are with the flatware rather than in a separate
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teaware category because their basic shape suggests they could 
be used as flatware. Saucers or shallow bowls evolved as 
tablewares to hold sauces or other condiments, hence the term 
"saucer" (Beaudry et al. 1983:34). By the end of the 
eighteenth century, the same period as the Governor*s Land 
occupation, saucers became directly linked with the tea 
service. In the analysis of these vessels in Chapter Six the 
saucers and teabowls are grouped together to see if this 
changes the site interpretation significantly.
Three of the five creamware saucers are plain. Of the 
decorated two, one still has some overglaze painting a very 
uncommon decoration on creamware. The decoration resembles 
the Famille Rose pattern, common on porcelain, with large 
roses in enamelled pinks and blues. The other has a molded 
beaded circle on the interior of the shallow bowl. This 
circle conforms to a teacup base.
Three of the four porcelain saucers are decorated. One 
has a painted underglaze design, one was overglazed in the 
Famille Rose pattern and one has overglaze ghosts with traces 
of gilding. All of these saucers are Chinese export wares.
The three pearlware saucers are all painted with cobalt 
underglaze. The design resembles the Chinoiserie decoration 
common on pearlware in the late eighteenth century, but none 
of the vessels are complete enough to determine the scene.
Thirty-five vessels are associated with drinking 
beverages. The 17 teacups were created primarily for tea.
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The remaining 18 drinking vessels are containers made to drink 
traditional beverages such as ale, posset, cider, beer, and 
other concotions (Yentsch 1990). They consist of seven pots 
and 11 mugs. The bulbous pot is wider than tall, with one or 
two handles. The mug is single handled, straight sided and 
taller than wide (Beaudry et al. 1981:30).
Seventeen of the 3 5 drinking vessels are teabowls. These 
are all handleless cups with rim diameters of three inches and 
base diameters of 1.5”. Six pearlware cups, three decorated 
with blue painting in Chinoiserie designs, two with nearly 
identical painted polychrome floral motifs on the interior and 
exterior, and one undecorated teabowl, were found.
Six porcelain teabowls were also recovered. Four of 
these are Chinese export wares: three have underglaze cobalt
painting and one has polychrome overglaze "ghosts” (a ghost 
is the decoration still visible after the pigment has worn 
off). None of the scenes can be discerned from the fragments 
recovered. Two are European porcelains. Both of these are 
transfer printed in blue, possibly with a willow design.
Three of the four creamware cups are undecorated. The 
remaining one has a black transfer printed underglaze design 
of George Washington discussed in some detail in Chapter Two. 
One white saltglazed teacup was found on the surface.
The 11 mugs are of a variety of wares. Three of these 
are Rhenish gray stoneware, all incised and filled with cobalt 
blue. There are also three English brown stoneware mugs. One
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of these is very delicate and similar to wares from the 
Nottingham area. The other two stoneware mugs are similar to 
the stoneware bowls, with the thick body and brown mottled 
saltglaze exterior found on a majority of eighteenth-century 
British stoneware.
Refined earthenwares account for the remaining five mugs. 
Two ginger brown Astburyware mugs are decorated with 
characteristic white pipeclay. This pipeclay slip forms a 
band around the body of the mugs near the rim. One is of 
Staffordshire manganese mottled ware and one mug is Jackfield. 
Finally, most of a thin, creamware mug was recovered. It is 
five inches tall and is 3.5” in diameter at both the rim and 
base. Although it probably had a handle, one failed to mend, 
or be identified as being from this vessel. It is very 
heavily crazed, with a straight rim and a small, shallow foot 
ring. Twenty-nine sherds mended to form this vessel. These 
sherds were recovered from various layers of Feature 1, from 
the top to the bottom-most layer.
Five of the six drinking pots are Staffordshire 
slipwares. Most of these have a slightly outflaring rim, a 
four inch rim diameter, and a three inch or greater base. 
Three of the six are known to have been dotted, a decorative 
technique common in the third quarter of the eighteenth 
century (Noel-Hume 1970:107). They are all trailed with a 
dark brown iron oxide slip.
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The final drinking pot is a red bodied black glazed 
vessel, thinly potted, similar to the slipped vessels in 
shape. It is probably English.
Three vessels for serving beverages were recovered from 
the Governor's Land household: a creamware pitcher and two
English brown stoneware jugs. The creamware pitcher has sprig 
molded flowers decorating the handle attachment. It was 
probably eight inches tall. Whereas the creamware pitcher is 
a refined tableware, the two English brown stoneware jugs are 
coarse utilitarian stonewares and might also have stored 
liquids. They are both thick bodied and saltglazed, creating 
a brown mottled exterior.
Two storage vessels were identified. Both of these are 
English brown stoneware. The first is a bottle, with a 1" 
rim diameter and a small handle. The second is a storage jar 
with a bulbous wide rim. The bottle may have served' beverages 
as well as stored them. Recent classification work suggests 
vessels of this type were primarily for storage, and therefore 
the bottle is included with the storage jar (Yentsch 1990).
There were five food processing vessels in the 
assemblage: a pipkin and four milkpans. A pipkin handle of
coarse redware covered with a clear lead glaze might have 
helped to process and cook foods. While the pipkin is 
thought of as a primarily seventeenth-century form it is not 
impossible that the inhabitants of the Governor's Land used
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one. However, it is from a disturbed provenience and might 
be intrusive from the seventeenth-century site.
Four identical milkpans of thick Buckleyware, glazed on 
the interior, are generally thought of as part of the process 
to cool milk. The faunal analysis performed by Davis (1986) 
identifies cows, sheep, and/or goats as an integral part of 
the life at 44JC298 and that these species may have 
contributed milk to the occupants.
Hygienic practices are represented archaeologically at 
the Governor's Land by five chamberpots and four drug jars. 
An increase in chamberpots, and other hygienic related 
vessels, is characteristic of the new "Georgian order" that 
developed in the eighteenth century. Besides an emphasis on 
matched sets of ceramics, and one plate for each individual 
discussed above, there was also a new importance on hygiene; 
and like plates, chamberpots were also becoming individualized 
(Deetz 1977).
Two of the five stoneware chamber pots recovered have 
thin bodies and rolled rims typical of the late eighteenth 
century. Noel-Hume (1970:148) points out that this may be a 
style borrowed from creamware. One white saltglaze chamber 
pot is decorated with scratch blue decoration. Two of the 
chamber pots are of Rhenish gray stoneware. Like the mugs, 
they are incised and filled with cobalt blue decoration.
Four tin-glazed earthenware drug pots probably from 
England are identified. The tin-glaze is in poor condition
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from being in the soil and no designs are present. Late 
eighteenth-century drug jars are not usually decorated (Noel- 
Hume 1970:205).
While hygiene was obviously important it is interesting 
to note that these vessels are all earlier wares and not made 
of creamware, pearlware, or porcelain, as are the public, high 
profile tea and tablewares. This suggests that these hygiene 
related wares may have been handed down or used for a longer 
period of time. Since tea and tablewares formed the bulk of 
what the public used and viewed at a residence, it is not 
unlikely the more private vessels were allowed to grow old and 
unfashionable, away from the prying eyes of the public.
One shallow flower pot of red earthenware, from the 
plowzone, is the last identified vessel. Flower pots are very 
difficult to date and this one may be from the eighteenth, 
nineteenth, or twentieth century.
Forty-seven of the vessels are unidentifiable. They are 
not flatwares and have been grouped together as unidentifiable 
hollowwares. Table 6 breaks these down by ceramic types. Six 
are refined earthenwares, five are porcelain, 13 are 
stonewares, and the majority, 27, are coarse earthenwares. 
Of these 27 earthenware forms, 25 are unidentified coarse 
earthenwares.
Although these vessels are not complete enough to 
determine their form, educated guesses can be made about what 
functions they might have served in the household based on the
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ceramic ware. For instance, refined earthenwares, porcelain, 
and refined stonewares are usually tableware or teawares so 
it can be deduced these unidentified vessels fall in those 
categories. Conversely, coarse earthenwares and stonewares 
are used more privately, for food preparation and storage, not 
for public viewing as the refined wares. Therefore, it is 
possible the unidentified hollowwares of coarse earthenware 
and stoneware fall in these categories. If so the number of 
vessels in these categories would rise dramatically and the 
collection would be less skewed toward the food and beverage 
consumption and teaware categories.
The descriptive list of the vessels recovered from the 
Governor’s Land presents a very interesting picture of life 
at this eighteenth-century site in James City County, 
Virginia. As first observed in the analysis of ceramic 
sherds, there appears to be a clear juxtaposition of newer, 
more fashionable goods being used in the public domain; while 
older, traditional vessels are used in the private sector for 
storing and preparing foods and for hygienic uses.
The presence of a matched set of creamware is consistent 
with the hypothesis of the eighteenth century Georgian 
mindset, as posited by Deetz (1977). Feature 1, the house 
cellar, contained a large collection of royal edge creamware 
plates and soup plates, suggesting a matched set of ceramics 
was in use and discarded sometime after 1780. The Georgian 
order may also be evident in the relative importance that
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hygiene vessels appear to have played at the site. The five 
chamberpots and four drug jars recovered attest to this.
Based on this description of vessels, we can furnish the 
cupboards of the 44JC298's residents during the late 
eighteenth century. Over time the household included a set 
of matched creamware plates, and soup plates, a creamware 
pitcher, a Washington bowl, and numerous pearlware and 
porcelain tea and tablewares. These contrasted with the 
stoneware chamberpots, the coarse earthenware utilitarian 
items, the slipware pots, and the stoneware bottles. This 
comprehensive view of the household, derived through 
vesselization, paints a more humanistic picture of the 
occupants and activities at 44JC298, one can almost look into 
their home.
CHAPTER V
ANALYSIS OF VESSELS FROM 44JC298
In this chapter the vessels are viewed in greater detail 
and the provenience of the vessels discussed. The site 
consisted of a main structure with a large cellar (Feature 1) , 
another structure identified by a filled root cellar and 
hearth feature (Features 48 and 57) , and numerous other 
smaller postholes, postmolds and possible cooking pits. 
Ceramics were recovered in great number from the features 
(especially Feature 1), as well as from the plowzone.
Chapter Three discussed distributions of ceramic sherds 
in the plowzone, identifying several areas of activity. The 
distribution of the vessels can also provide information about 
the formation of the site and the activities occurring there.
Table 7 shows the breakdown of forms with 76 (41%)
vessels occurring only in plowzone and 111 (59%) having at 
least one sherd from a feature associated context. The flower 
pot is not included in these calculations.
Of the 20 vessel forms identified at the Governor's Land, 
eight of these forms contain sherds found only in association 
with a feature: 10" plates, soup plates, platters, pitcher,
jug, jar, bottle, and milk pans. The fact that so many forms
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TABLE 7
MINIMUM VESSELS FORMS AND PROVENIENCE
FORM PLOWZONE FEATURE TOTA
10” PLATE 11 11
8” PLATE 1 2 3
SOUP PLATE 11 11
SMALL DISH 1 1
PLATTER 3 3
SAUCER 1 11 12
TEA BOWL 9 8 17
BOWL 10 18 28
DRINKING POT 2 5 7
MUG 4 7 11
PITCHER 1 1
JUG 2 2
JAR 1 1
BOTTLE 1 1
MILK PAN 4 4
PIPKIN 1 1
CHAMBER POT 2 3 5
DRUG POT 2 2 4
FLOWER POT 1 1
UNID. FLATWARE 12 5 17
UNID. HOLLOWWARE 31 11 47
TOTAL 77 111 188
83
were found only in feature associations, with no corresponding 
sherds in the plowzone, suggests the integrity of the features 
was very great. Only two forms contain no feature-related 
sherds: the seven inch diameter plate made of coarse redware
and the pipkin.
Significantly, the 11 10” plates and the 11 soup plates 
were all found solely in association with Feature 1. Of these 
22 plates, 15 are creamware molded in the royal pattern. The 
remaining seven are feather-edged creamware (two), shell- 
edged green pearlware (two) , shell-edged blue pearlware (one) , 
white saltglazed stoneware in the barley pattern (one), and 
Staffordshire slipware (one).
The other vessels found in association with the features 
include the sprig molded creamware pitcher, the three refined 
earthenware platters, the jugs, jar, bottle, and milkpans.
The remaining forms contain sherds found in both the 
plowzone and feature related contexts. Only one of the 12 
saucers was found solely in the plowzone. Likewise, only one 
of the refined earthenware eight inch plates was found 
completely in a disturbed context.
More than half of the unidentified hollowwares and 
flatwares were found in solely plowed contexts. This high 
rate of unidentifiable forms for plowzone vessels is expected, 
since plowing breaks up sherds leaving identification 
difficult. Vessels found in feature contexts, however, are 
undisturbed, which often results in larger sherds making
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identification of form easier.
One of the most widely performed analytical techniques 
is the division of ceramics into hollowwares and flatwares. 
Hollowwares are vessels formed on a potter's wheel, or coiled. 
They have depth. Flatwares are items that are press-molded 
and sit relatively flat. It is postulated that a high 
percentage of hollowware at a site signifies a lower 
socioeconomic status occupation, while high percentages of 
flatware point to a higher status occupation (Kelso 1984; Otto 
1984). The differences are thought to be connected to the 
cuts of meat eaten by each socioeconomic group. The rich 
consume roasts served on platters and eaten from plates; the 
poor feast on poor quality cuts of meat eaten as stews from 
bowls or soup plates.
Comparing ratios of flatware with hollowware, then, might 
provide an idea of the socioeconomic status for the occupants 
of the site. When all the vessels recovered are compared the 
ratio of flatware to hollowware is 31% to 64%. (The drug jars 
and chamber pots, being hygiene related, were not counted.) 
Without the feature related material the percentage of 
flatware to hollowware vessels recovered from the plowzone is 
20% to 75% . When the feature vessels are compared the ratio 
is 39% flatware to 57% hollowware, closer to the total for the 
site of 31% and 64%. While the plowzone sampled presents an 
adequate illustration of 44JC298, the feature excavations 
provide a more detailed and thus fuller representation of life
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at the Governor*s Land. (A more detailed description of and 
problems with the flatware/hollowware dichotemy follows in 
Chapter 6.)
After mending and crossmending the completeness of many 
vessels is very small. Roughly 40% of the vessels are 
reconstructible to only 25% of their original form. About 
25% of the vessels are at least half complete. Somewhere 
around 35% of the vessels are between 50 and 100% complete. 
Among these are two polychrome painted pearlware teabowls, a 
creamware mug, the creamware pitcher, a number of pearlware 
and creamware plates, a coarse earthenware bowl, a colonoware 
bowl, two creamware saucers, and two Buckley milkpans. Many 
of the sherds of these near complete vessels were deposited 
in Feature 1, and therefore not broken up through plowing.
The size of many of the artifacts is very small 
suggesting a secondary deposit. Secondary refuse is defined 
as artifacts discarded at a place different from their place 
of use (Schiffer 1972:161). The fact that so many of the 
vessels are represented by less than 25% is also 
characteristic of secondary refuse. Undoubtedly some 
deposition occurred near the activity area because a number 
of vessels are largely reconstructible, but this is the 
exception rather than the norm at 44JC298. Another reason 
for the small, fragmentary nature of many of these sherds is 
that they are from plowzone and, as stated previously, this 
breaks ceramics apart. Many of the larger reconstructions
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come from the feature material suggesting this fill was 
deposited intentionally, possibly to fill the cellars, 
creating a primary deposit.
Many of the vessels contain mends from various layers of 
Feature 1. Some vessels show mends through the other features 
at the site. The plowzone across the site also contains a 
large number of mends.
For example, one creamware mug contained 29 mends from 
the layers of Feature 1. There were 29 other mended groups 
of creamware in the collection, most coming from various 
layers of Feature 1. Notable of these mends were several from 
different pieces of the sprig-molded pitcher, a number rim 
sherds from both royal and feather-edged plates, and three 
sections of the George Washington teabowl.
The pearlware contains 11 separate groups of mends. One 
of the groups contains nine separate sherds and completes most 
of one of the polychrome painted floral teabowls. Another 
group (comprised of three mends) reconstructs a shell-edged 
green plate.
Only four different groups of mends were found for the 
porcelain. The largest of these uses six different sherds 
and creates an undecorated bowl. One of these sherds is from 
plowzone, the rest from Feature 1.
The colonoware contains two different groups of mends. 
The largest of these comprises nine sherds, all from Feature 
1.
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Seven different groups of white saltglaze mend. The 
largest of these groups contains 10 and six sherds 
respectively. They formed the rims of the two rolled rim 
chamberpots. Six sherds of scratch blue white saltglazed 
stoneware mended to form part of the chamberpot recovered.
Five mend units were found for the Staffordshire 
slipware. These all contain either two or three sherds, and 
all the mended sherds are from Feature 1.
Six groups of Buckleyware sherds mend. As discussed 
earlier very large pieces of the milkpans were 
reconstructible. One of the mend units joined four sherds: 
two from Feature 1, one from Feature 32, and one from Feature 
48.
One of the two Astbury mugs contains a mend of 2 6 sherds. 
These are all from plowzone contexts but a number of the 
sherds are very large. The vessels contains slip decorated 
lines, a straight rim, and the handle, all mended.
Although a number of the unidentified coarse earthenwares 
and stonewares mended, the most significant is a red bodied, 
black glazed bowl that contained 24 sherds. The sherds are 
from Feature 1 and the plowzone. This bowl has a flat base.
The frequency of crossmends and the distance of mends 
through layers and across the site indicate the artifacts were 
deposited within a relatively short period of time. They also 
suggest the contemporaneous nature of the features excavated. 
From this evidence it appears the two structures at the
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Governor’s Land were inhabited at the same time and then 
abandoned as a unit, perhaps at the time of the site's 
destruction. Another idea is that occupants of a site located 
on the crest of the ridge might have deposited the debris to 
fill in Feature One. The top of the ridge has been heavily 
disturbed through construction of the twentieth-century 
structure making identification of an earlier dwelling on the 
crest impossible (Reinhart 1986:personal communication). The 
significant factor is that the artifacts appear to be 
deposited quickly, and seem to be contemporaneous across the 
site.
Stanley South's (1977a) mean ceramic dating method 
(described in Chapter Three) can be done with vessels as well 
as sherds. A date using vessels is more accurate since the 
minimum vessel count is a more realistic view of the objects 
at the site. The same limitations apply, as discussed 
earlier, but often the assignment of mean dates of manufacture 
is more accurate using vessels because the degree of 
identification is often much greater.
When the mean ceramic date is calculated for the entire 
site with vessels the date is 1778.48 (Table 8). The date 
using sherds, without the whitewares, is 1780.78. The 
difference of less than two years is probably due to the gross 
date ranges employed in the dating procedure and is not deemed 
significant. 44JC298 was inhabited in the last quarter of the 
eighteenth century, the ceramics recovered, as well as the
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TABLE 8
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: MINIMUM VESSELS
________ NUMBER VESSELS_____ DATE
CREAMWARE
Plain 34
Overglaze 1
Printed black 2
PEARLWARE
Plain 1
Underglaze painted blue 6 
Annularware 3
Sponged blue 1
Shell-edged blue, 1 2
Shell-edged blue, 2 1
Shell-edged blue, 3 3
Shell-edged green 3
Underglaze painted poly. 2 
Underglaze printed blue 2 
Flow blue 2
Fingerpainted 1
Willowware 1
1791
1788
1790
1805
1805
1805
1860
1800*
1817*
1820*
1805*
1805
1818
1860
1805
1818
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TABLE 8 (cont.)
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: MINIMUM VESSEL
________NUMBER VESSELS DATE
PORCELAIN
Plain 1
Underglaze painted blue 8
Overglaze painted poly. 3
Famille Rose 1
Willowware 1
European 4
WHITE SALTGLAZED STONEWARE 
Plain 1
Chamber pot, rolled rim 2
Molded flatware 2
Scratch blue, debased 1
RHENISH
Chamber pot 2
Incised mugs 3
TIN GLAZED
Plain, drug jar 4
SLIPWARE 16
JACKFIELD 2
BUCKLEY 4
NORTH DEVON GRAVEL TEMPER 1
ASTBURY 2
MANGANESE MOTTLED WARE 1
1750
1730
1730
1775
1806
1850
1763
1757
1758 
1780
1738
1738
1780
1733
1760
1746
1713
1738
1755
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TABLE 8 (cont.)
MEAN CERAMIC DATE: MINIMUM VESSELS
WARE____________________NUMBER VESSELS DATE_______________
NOTTINGHAM 3 1755
AMERICAN STONEWARE 8 1850
ENGLISH STONEWARE 12 1750
Mean Ceramic Date: 1778.48
Colonoware, whiteware and miscellaneous earthenwares not 
included.
All dates based on South 1977a except shell-edged wares. 
♦These four dates were derived by George Miller (1986:personal 
communication)
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mean ceramic date, suggest this time frame.
When the mean ceramic date is calculated using vessels 
for the two main structures at the site, similar dates occur. 
The largest structure, Feature 1, has a mean ceramic date of 
1769.29 when calculated with the 88 datable vessels found in 
the strata. The other complex, Features 48 and 57, only 
yielded a minimum of seven vessels. The mean ceramic date for 
this complex is 1753.2. The earlier date may not be accurate 
due to the small sample size.
Quarters very often have earlier dates than their 
associated or documented occupations because of the methods 
by which slaves and servants acquired material property. 
Often, African-American slaves relied on their master to 
supply many of their possessions. One very popular method 
was the handing down of used or unfashionable items. The 
paternalistic handing down of ceramics created a lag time 
between the date of manufacture and the date of disposal at 
a site. Therefore, it is common for slave associated ceramic 
assemblages to have earlier dates, as the assumed quarter at 
44JC298 does, than the known (or suspected) habitation at a 
site (see Fairbanks 1974; Gruber 1990; Noel-Hume 1966; Otto 
1984; White 1991).
When the categories of vessels are examined, it is 
possible to develop interpretations with regard to the type 
of activities that took place at 44JC298 based upon the 
recovered ceramics and how important these activities were by
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the percentage of each group recovered.
Clearly, consumption or eating of foods was a very 
important activity at the site. (While this statement may 
seem elementary, it should be remembered this is an 
undocumented site and therefore nothing can be taken for 
granted.) Flatware, bowls, and soup plates, all identified 
with serving and eating foods comprise 29% of the vessels 
recovered from the Governor's Land. Barbara Davis' (1986) 
analysis of faunal remains from 44JC298 suggests that food 
consumption was an important activity and that stews and one 
pot meals were regular fare, if not a favorite of the 
inhabitants. The fact that 20% of all vessels are bowls and 
soup plates supports these conclusions from the faunal 
analysis (Davis 1986; Kelso 1984; Otto 1984).
Drinking beverages also was an important activity at the 
site. Twenty percent of the vessels attest to this. Tea 
drinking was probably a very important beverage at the site, 
15% of all vessels are associated with the tea service.
From the ceramics recovered, hygiene appears to have been 
of medium importance to the occupants. While only 4% of the 
vessels are associated with hygienic functions, this category 
is more than the storage and preparation vessels.
Storage and preparation of foods was less important at 
44JC298. Only 3% of the vessels found were for that purpose. 
This may reflect the subjectiveness of the archaeological 
record or it may be an indication of the occupants economic
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status. Often lower status households have less opportunity 
to acquire a surplus of food to be stored; thereby needing 
fewer containers with which to store food (Kelso 1984:189).
What insights have the vessels from 44JC298 given us 
about the occupants living at the Governor's Land? They might 
indicate a lower socioeconomic household lived at the site. 
The large percentages of hollowwares and of bowl forms both 
point to an occupancy of the lower echelons of society (Kelso 
1984; Otto 1984; Parker and Hernigle 1990; Shogren 1983). The 
lack of storage and preparation vessels also create a picture 
of people with very little surplus food to store or save 
(Kelso 1984).
Whereas some conclusions can be drawn from intrasite 
analysis, it is difficult to measure true significance and 
determine the actual character of the occupants without a 
comparative measure or a context in which the results can be 
viewed. In the next chapter these ceramic vessels are 
compared with other sites to further identify the function 
and economic level of the occupants at the Governor's Land.
As with analysis of vessel function, the decoration 
present on vessels can also be used to hypothesize about the 
socioeconomic standing of the inhabitants at the Governor's 
Land. In Chapter Three the decoration of individual sherds 
was analyzed. The high occurrence of undecorated sherds 
suggested the occupants were of the lower economic class. 
Undecorated ceramics might be an indicator of the financial
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situation of the inhabitants of a site,
George Miller (1980) compiled the Staffordshire potter's 
price fixing lists, account lists, price lists, invoices, and 
bills of lading and formulated indexes based on these lists 
to hypothesize about the expenditure made by people for 
various vessel forms. The idea that undecorated refined 
earthenware items cost least, with different varieties of 
decoration costing increasingly more, was discussed in some 
detail in Chapters Two and Three. By looking at the 
decoration on certain vessels the same inferences can be 
drawn. Miller's index provides values for plates, teawares, 
and bowls. Prices for different years in the 1790s and 
nineteenth century are presented so the closest year can be 
used.
The plates and teawares from 44JC298 can be indexed using 
the lists for 1796 (Miller 1980:26, 30). Although bowl
indexes have been calculated, these are for periods of time 
later than the Governor's Land and therefore are not 
applicable. Table 9 presents the index used and the 
computations. The plates recovered have a value of 1.04. 
This is a low value barely above the base presented for plain 
plates. This is due to the dominance of plain, undecorated 
plates in the collection.
The teawares have a slightly higher value of 1.80 (Table 
9) . The teacups and saucers recovered from the Governor's 
Land were more decorated than the plates as the values
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FORM________
10” Plates
9" Plates 
8” Plates
INDEX VALUE: 
Teaware 
INDEX VALUE:
TABLE 9 
INDEX VALUES FOR 44JC298*
DEC. 179 6 INDEX VAL._____ NUMBER PRODUCT
CC
Edged
CC
CC
1.045
1.00
1.33
1.00
1.00
7
3
10
2
7.00 
3.99
10.00
2.00
CC
Painted
Printed
1.00
1.80
3.40
6.00
16.20
10.20
1.80
★Miller (1980)
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reflect. Apparently, the inhabitants of the Governor's Land 
spent more money on their teawares than their plates. Miller 
found teawares to often have higher values than plates and 
suggested that "tea ware functioned more in a role of status 
display than plates" (Miller 1980:12). In his test cases the 
average for cups ranked 18% higher than plates. At 44JC298 
the cups are likewise much higher than the plates.
To put the values into perspective, the index values for 
the Governor's Land site must be compared to sites from the 
same time period. George Miller (1980) cautioned that while 
comparing this data index dates should be no more than 10 
years apart. Ceramic pricing changed so quickly during the 
last decade of the eighteenth century and the nineteenth 
century that comparisons of more than 10 year periods are 
inaccurate. Table 10 provides indexes for seven new sites 
and the Governor's Land site.
As Table 10 illustrates, of the eight sites, the 
Governor's Land site has the lowest index value for plates. 
The next lowest site is the Thomas Hamlin site from Warren 
County, New Jersey whose status was farmer: the index there
is 1.19. Two sites from the Kings Bay complex on the Georgia 
coast, a sawyer site and a slave site, also rank fairly close 
to 44JC298, with values of 1.37. This seems to suggest that 
in terms of plate expenditures, the free, white farmers and 
craftsmen rank at the bottom of the economic ladder, with 
44JC298 on the bottom rung. The slave sites from Kings Bay
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TABLE 10 
COMPARISON OF INDEX VALUES
SITE_________________________
4 4 JC2 9 8-unknown 
James City Co., VA 
1775-1800? 
index date: 1796
Kings Bay-All Slaves *
Camden Co., GA
1791-1832
index date: 1796
Thomas Hamlin-farmer *
Warren Co., NJ 
ca. 1790-1810 
index date: 1796
John King-sawyer *
Camden Co. , GA 
index date: 1796
Kings Bay Plantation-slave * 
Camden Co. , GA
1791-ca. 1815 
index date: 1796
Slave quarter "r" @ 
Monticello, VA
1792-1809
index date: 1793
Slave quarter "s" @ 
Monticello, VA 
1792-1830 
index date: 1793
Slave quarter "t" @ 
Monticello, VA 
1792-1820(30)? 
index date: 1793
PLATES_______ TEAWARE______ MEAN
1.045 1.80 1.42
1.77 2.23 2.00
1.19 1.67 1.43
1.37 2.10 1.73
1.37 1.80 1.58
1.59 1.60 1.59
2.18 1.79 1.98
2.24 1.74 1.99
* (Adams 1987:301)
@ (Gruber 1990:60-61)
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and Monticello, Virginia outrank the free sites. The most 
probable explanation for this is the process by which slaves 
receive their goods. As discussed above, slaves were part of 
a paternalistic society, and often received used, yet higher 
status, more expensive goods (see Fairbanks 1973; Gruber 1990; 
Kelso 1984; Noel-Hume 1966; Otto 1984; White 1991).
The teaware index values shown on Table 10 are somewhat 
less surprising. The value for 44JC298, 1.80, falls in the 
middle rather than dead last. This time one of the Jefferson 
slave quarters ("r") ranks last (1.60) . The New Jersey farmer 
ranks next (1.67) , and the other two Monticello slave quarters 
rank below the Governor*s Land: Monticello "t" (1.74) and
Monticello "s" (1.79). The Kings Bay slave site ranks the
same as the Governor1s Land (1.80), while only John King, the 
sawyer, ranks above it (2.10). It is interesting to note the 
Governor's Land site again ranks somewhat near the John King 
site in both comparisons.
This pattern suggests that free, whites do appear to be 
spending more on teaware, since the sawyer ranks quite high 
and Hamlin also spent more income on teaware than tableware. 
Another factor for the lower slave rankings is that teawares 
might not have been broken as frequently as plates in the 
planter households and therefore not been passed down as 
readily. Teawares are a status or display item (Miller 1980); 
and generally one is more careful with more expensive, less 
frequently used possessions. With less breakage of these
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wares, fewer pieces were available to hand down, thus making 
the slaves' ranking lower. Free individuals, on the other 
hand, might purchase more expensive teawares to exhibit status 
(Miller 1980).
The comparison of the Miller's index mean values places 
the Governor's Land into broader regional perspective. By 
calculating a mean index value for each site, a single number 
can be compared which can provide insight about each site's 
status. Adams (1987:301-310) proposed that a mean index value 
above 2.0 indicates a wealthy or high status occupation, 
between 1.5 and 2.0 signifies a middle class status, and a 
mean less than 1.5 indicates a low status or poor site. The 
Governor's Land site has a mean of 1.37 suggesting it is a 
relatively lower class, or poor site.
As Table 10 shows the Governor's Land ranks at the bottom 
of the index. As with the plate comparison, the Hamlin farmer 
site ranks closest to 44JC298 with a value of 1.43. These are 
the only two sites with a poor or lower class ranking. All 
the other sites, with the exception of the index for all the 
Kings Bay slaves, rank in the middle class grouping. This 
slave site ranks in the upper middle class/lower upper class 
group. The comparison of overall site means strongly suggests 
that the inhabitants of 44JC298 were of the lowest economic 
and social class. This is also reflected in the comparison 
of index values for plates and teawares.
The Miller ceramic index is not the only measure of
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socioeconomic status available for archaeologists. Miller's 
index fails to take most porcelain into account. Porcelain 
is often thought of as another good measure of economic class.
Gary Wheeler Stone (1973) conducted research on 
eighteenth-century domestic sites in Southern Maryland 
comparing the ceramics with household inventories. He claimed 
a measure of status is seen not in the presence of Chinese 
export porcelain, but in the use of porcelain for items other 
than teawares. By the mid-eighteenth century many households 
had some porcelain but only the wealthy had plates and 
platters of porcelain.
When the Governor's Land porcelain vessels are viewed, 
it is interesting to note that there are no identified plates 
of porcelain (Table 6) . The five unidentified porcelain 
flatware vessels might be plates but they were too fragmentary 
to identify. Of the 12 identified porcelain vessels, six are 
tea bowls, four are saucers (teaware) , and two are bowls which 
might be associated with the tea service also as waste or 
sugar bowls.
If the Stone hypothesis is correct, the occupants at the 
Governor's Land again fall into the lower economic class of 
society. The matched set of creamware, while fashionable and 
an attempt to emulate the wealthy, falls far short of the 
matched set of porcelain tableware that Stone suggests is a 
true indicator of wealth.
The identified vessels at the Governor's Land are
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remarkably similar to the collection of ceramics recovered 
from the H.M.S. DeBraak. an English brig, sunk in the Delaware 
Bay in 1798. In the DeBraak collection, a matched set of 
creamware plates and soup plates with royal rims were found 
to exhibit mess marks, used by the common sailors in their 
mess (Guerrant 1989) . Guerrant maintains decorated pearlware, 
and porcelain might have been used by the officers aboard the 
ship. Also similar to 44JC298, the DeBraak has some 
utilitarian tinglaze earthenware, and white saltglazed 
stoneware vessels, and butter pots of Buckleyware. It is 
interesting to note the sailors on an English ship ate from 
undecorated creamware, suggesting that plain creamware was 
used by some groups who occupied the lower social and economic 
strata of society. The evidence from the economic scaling 
(Miller 1980) suggests that the inhabitants of the Governor's 
Land were another example of a late eighteenth-century, lower 
economic status occupation utilizing plain creamware as their 
primary tableware.
From the intrasite analysis the 188 vessels identified 
at 44JC298, a number of conclusions can be drawn. The site 
appears to be an underclass domestic structure. The 
hollowware/flatware ratios point to a poor occupation, 
although this relationship is compared with other sites in 
the following chapter. The percentages of different vessel 
functional groups is skewed toward the liquid food serving 
category, typical of lower status sites (Davis 1986; Kelso
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1984; Otto 1984). The high percentages of tablewares and 
teawares suggest a domestic structure, although comparisons 
will be made with other types of sites with high percentages 
of these forms to test this hypothesis.
Miller (1981) hypothesizes the lack of expensively 
decorated vessels suggests a lower economic occupation. Many 
researchers have used his ceramic index to compare the value 
of plates and teawares on sites (Adams 1987; Gruber 1991; 
Herman 1984). At the Governor's Land, the majority of the 
plates and teawares are of the least expensive, undecorated 
groupings, creating very low index numbers, which point to a 
household with little money to spend on highly decorated, 
expensive wares.
This conclusion is further bolstered by the lack of 
porcelain in forms other than teawares. The use of porcelain 
teawares was apparently commonplace in the late eighteenth 
century, but the upper class utilized porcelain tablewares 
(Moore 1985; Stone 1983). No porcelain tablewares could be 
positively identified at 44JC298. The results of the Miller 
economic index and the lack of porcelain tablewares suggest 
the site was inhabited by people of a lower economic standing.
The vessel analysis also informs us about the site 
formation. It is clear the features were filled quickly and 
about the same time. The large numbers of crossmends 
throughout Feature 1, between features and across the site 
confirms this interpretation.
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The vessel analysis points to a site from the late 
eighteenth century, that was filled quickly. The recovered 
ceramics suggest an occupation by inhabitants from a lower 
economic standing. They used and discarded ceramics that fail 
to exhibit real wealth (Miller 1984; Moore 1985; Stone 1973). 
Instead of expensive, highly decorative ceramics, the 
inhabitants chose undecorated wares, primarily bowls and soup 
plates. Porcelains were used for tea, not for dining, a 
common practice of the underclass during the late eighteenth 
century (Stone 1973). This evidence, derived from the ceramic 
vessels, suggests a less secure economic footing for the 
people of 44JC298. How do these assumptions, based upon 
analysis of the minimum vessels, compare with conclusions from 
the analysis of the ceramic sherds?
The ceramics recovered from 44JC298 were analyzed at both 
the sherd and vessel level. In what way do these two analyses 
coexist to present intrasite conclusions? It is clear neither 
type of analysis should be used to the exclusion of the other 
since they are both necessary to arrive at the most complete 
description of the site. Sherd analysis is useful to describe 
ware types, their relative proportions within the ceramic 
assemblage, and the use of space at the site. Vessel analysis 
can inform archaeologists about the number of vessels 
deposited at a site, the function of the vessels identified, 
and activities carried out at the site. The two analyses are 
integrated because vessel analysis builds upon information
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derived from the earlier sherd analysis. At 44JC298 the two 
levels of analysis presented both distinct and also 
complementary information.
The two analyses complement each other with regard to 
site formation. The seriation of sherds in the cellar 
suggests a rapid filling of the feature. This idea is further 
supported by the high number of crossmends throughout the 
feature, found during the vessel analysis. Without both sherd 
and vessel analyses this interpretation about the site's 
formation would be less conclusive.
These two analyses also present distinct information. 
The sherds are very useful for distinguishing areas of high 
activity through the distribution of ceramics in the plowzone. 
This tells about disposal practices and functional areas. The 
vessel analysis illustrates the standard of living at the 
site. Each level presents separate yet important information 
about the occupants living at the site.
In the analysis of ceramic sherds, amounts recovered for 
each ceramic type are totaled to discover which are most 
plentiful. These ware counts supply information about 
occupational dates, activity area and site formation (Deetz 
1977; Pogue 1988; South 1977). In the vessel analysis 
individual ceramic types are less important. Instead, the 
vessel forms, often only specific to coarse or refined wares, 
provides information about site function, status, and activity 
area (Miller 1981; Otto 1984; White 1991; Yentsch 1990). Both
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levels of analysis provide unique information to the 
interpretation of 44JC298.
Table 11 presents a comparison of percentages of sherds 
and vessels for each ware type. The six most numerous 
categories (creamware, coarse earthenware, pearlware, 
porcelain, English brown stoneware, and slipware) maintain 
their relative order when percentages of sherds are compared 
with percentages of vessels, with the exception of porcelain 
and stoneware which switch positions. The remaining 11 
ceramic types all contain less than three percent of the 
sherds and vessels. The slight changes in the order of these 
wares when sherds are compared with vessels is insignificant 
since the percentages are so small.
Perhaps the most interesting feature of Table 11 is that 
when sherds are viewed, almost 50% of the ceramics are 
creamware. When the vessel percentages are taken into 
account, only 20% of the ceramics are creamware. Another 20% 
is represented by coarse earthenwares, which were only 10% of 
the sherds. The change in vessel percentages is made up with 
the other four most numerous types (pearlware, porcelain, 
English brown stoneware, and slipware) which increase about 
5% each when their sherds are compared with identified 
vessels.
Discerning minimum vessels is a subjective exercise. 
This subjectiveness is a major reson for the decrease in the 
relative importance of creamware from the sherd to vessel
TABLE 11
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COMPARISON OF SHERDS RECOVERED WITH VESSELS IDENTIFIED
WARE________________________
CREAMWARE
COARSE EARTHENWARE
PEARLWARE
PORCELAIN
STONEWARE
SLIPWARE
TINGLAZE
WHITE SALTGLAZE
RHENISH STONEWARE
COLONOWARE
ASTBURY
BUCKLEY
SCRATCH BLUE
JACKFIELD
NOTTINGHAM
NORTH DEVON GRAVEL TEMPERED
MANGANESE MOTTLED
TOTAL
% Sherds__________ % Vessels
45.75 19.70
11.54 19.15
9.64 14.89
5.36 9.57
4.16 10.64
2.87 8.51
2.84 2.13
2.02 2.66
1.80 2.66
1.51 2.66
1.24 1.06
0.98 2.13
0.44 0.53
0.41 1.06
0.33 1.59
0.06 0.53
0.06 0.53
91.01* 100.00
*whiteware, flowerpot, and cream color earthenware totals used 
in this column, but not vesselized
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analysis. It is difficult to perform minimum vessel counts 
with very regular, undecorated ceramics, such as creamware. 
The ceramic types that increased in percentage are either 
heavily decorated wares (slipware, pearlware) or ceramics with 
great variation between vessels in body color, paste 
inclusions, glaze, and/or thickness (coarse earthenwares, 
brown stoneware). It is often easier to identify vessels in 
ceramic wares with a large number of distinctive 
characteristics. Vesselization of undecorated creamware 
relies heavily upon rim form and base shape as the 
distinguishing characteristics. The creamware vessel count 
is a more conservative guess than the coarse earthenware, 
pearlware, porcelain, brown stoneware, or slipware vessel 
counts because of the difference in number of characteristics 
upon which to base the minimum vessels.
With these mechanical difficulties in mind, the decrease 
in the importance of creamware from the sherd to vessel level 
(Table 11) is still great. If only the sherds had been 
analyzed the site would seem to be very heavily skewed toward 
creamware as the dominant ceramic. Since the ceramics are 
also analyzed at the vessel level, creamware becomes a much 
less dominant ware. In this case, the vessel analysis places 
the ceramics into a different perspective: rather than a
dominance of creamware, the site contains creamware and coarse 
earthenwares in almost equal amounts.
The significance of this is alluded to by Herman
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(1984:76) who states "in an affluent household we expect the 
presence of imported creamware or porcelain to be 
quantitatively greater than that of domestic redware". At 
the sherd level 44JC298 certainly appears to be an affluent 
household based on Herman's assesment. At the vessel level 
however, the site is placed into a different perspective. It 
looks much less well-to-do.
Researchers maintain the minimum vessel count presents 
a more realistic view of the ceramics present at a site 
(Beaudry et al. 1983; Coleman et al. 1990; Gruber 1990; 
Yentsch 1990). At 44JC298, although a number of other factors 
contribute to the results, the percentages vessels identified 
suggests the site is less affluent than the sherd counts 
initially indicate.
These results can only be achieved by performing both 
sherd arid vessel analyses. The perspective of both analyses 
is important to learn everything from a site. When all levels 
of analysis are performed, intersite and regional syntheses 
become possible. The lack of standardization about what is 
reported and to what degree artifacts (especially ceramics) 
are analyzed causes difficulty in any attempt to perform 
multi-site comparisons. This difficulty is explored in the 
next chapter. Because of the fragmentary nature of the 
archaeological record, especially at an undocumented site like 
44JC298, it is best to use all possible information to guide 
archaeological interpretation, if standardization occured this
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could include more detailed, intersite,regional comparisons.
In conclusion, intrasite analysis of the ceramics suggest 
that the inhabitants of 44JC298 were of the lower class 
economically. They possessed new, fashionable ceramics for 
eating and drinking. They might have served their stew or 
one-pot meal from a set of matched creamware soup plates 
rather than crude unmatched bowls. They drank tea from 
porcelain and refined earthenware teabowls and saucers, also 
quite fashionable.
These fashionable wares in the public areas of the house 
may have functioned as a veneer covering the coarseness of 
other utilitarian wares. They discarded almost as many coarse 
earthenware vessels as creamware ones, suggesting these were 
used in somewhat equal amounts throughout the house (Herman 
1984). The folks at 44JC298 used older chamberpots, storage, 
and cooking vessels. They were unable, unwilling, or failed 
to purchase ceramics that would truly exhibit wealth, probably 
because they did not possess real wealth. They purchased (or 
acquired) the least expensive of the new refined earthenwares 
and did not possess true indicators of high status like 
porcelain plates (Miller 1981; Stone 1973). From the 
excavated ceramics at the Governor1s Land it seems the 
occupants used fashionable, yet less expensive refined 
earthenwares and probably a great amount of coarse earthenware 
on a daily basis. They lived on a hillside, in a small, frame 
structure filled with what appear to be mediocre luxury items.
CHAPTER VI 
INTERSITE COMPARISON:
PUTTING THE "GOVERNOR'S LAND" INTO PERSPECTIVE
In Chapters Two and Four the ceramics from a late 
eighteenth century domestic site at the confluence of the 
James and Chickahominy Rivers in James City County were 
described. Because most of the records for this county were 
destroyed during the Civil War, historians and archaeologists 
are unable to determine the occupants of the site. 
Archaeological excavation revealed a large hole filled with 
late eighteenth-century trash, including over 1000 ceramic 
fragments. Adjacent to this cellar is another structure 
identified by a hearth and small root cellar. This is 
believed to be a quarter, housing slaves owned by the 
inhabitants of the large structure.
Lacking written documentation, the artifacts and features 
from the site can be compared to other sites dating from the 
same time period to see if patterns exist. These patterns 
then can provide clues as to the socioeconomic standing of the 
inhabitants and the function of the site. Anthropologists 
have relied on the assumption that elements of culture are 
regular and reoccurring (see Benedict 1934; Kroeber 1948;
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Steward 1955). Archaeologists have adopted and expanded these 
cultural rules to include excavated artifacts. They assume 
artifact assemblages from a specific site reflect the 
patterned relationships of the activities at the site and that 
these are then clues to the site's function (Binford 1968:50).
Stanley South first applied this assumption to historical 
archaeology; and since then, historical archaeologists have 
spent much time identifying broad patterns to determine a 
site's function and the socioeconomic standing of the 
inhabitants (South 1977a). Notable among these patterns has 
been the identification of the tavern pattern (Bragdon 1981) 
and a slave pattern (Otto 1984).
Kathleen Bragdon (1981) identified a tavern artifact 
pattern as having higher sherd counts, a high percentages of 
beverage related vessels, especially those for the consumption 
of alcohol, large numbers of serving vessels for both food and 
drink, and large percentages of wine glass and clay pipes when 
the tavern is compared to contemporary domestic sites.
Otto's (1984) work on the Georgia coast identified 
ceramic patterns for slaves, their overseers, and owners. 
Briefly, Otto saw slaves using more bowls, to accommodate 
their poorer cuts of meat, and the cultural tradition of one 
pot meals, and unmatched sets of ceramics because of the 
sporadic acquisition of domestic items. The planters, 
conversely, used sets of matching flatwares and teawares with 
a small number of bowls. The overseers, who Otto placed in
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between the planter and slave, used a combination of matching 
flatware and bowls (Otto 1984).
From this study has grown the idea that poor or lower 
classes of the population utilized higher percentages of 
hollowwares than the upper echelons of society. The 
dependance on hollowware, seen archaeologically, has been 
credited to the inferior cuts of meat the poor classes of 
society ate (Baker 1980; Kelso 1984; Otto 1984), the 
versatility of hollowwares over flatwares (if only one type 
can be bought, hollowwares are more useful) (Parker and 
Hernigle 1990), and the cultural continuance of African 
peoples to make one pot meals that was adopted by much of the 
Southern population (Baker 1980; Fairbanks 1984; Otto 1984). 
It is thought differences in lifestyles between economic and 
social classes can therefore be viewed by looking at the ratio 
of hollowware to flatware.
The Governor's Land site is compared to these two 
patterns. The tavern pattern was deemed relevant because the 
physical location of the site, near the intersection of the 
James and Chickahominy Rivers, would be a logical spot for a 
tavern. A 1770's map sketched by a Williamsburg visitor 
mislabeled Barrett's Ferry as Cole's Ferry. [Cole's Ferry was 
located farther up the Chickahominy River (Davis 1986:1).] 
The ferry landing is just downslope from 44JC298 on the road 
from Williamsburg to Charles City. It is probable that a 
small settlement or tavern might have grown up near the ferry
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landing. The recovery of many tobacco pipes, wine bottle 
glass fragments, coins, and ceramics including matched pieces 
of creamware, led to the hypothesis during excavation that the 
assemblage was different than the typical domestic site 
(Reinhart 1986:personal communication).
Otto's theories about slave material culture appear to 
be relevant to the interpretation of 44JC298 because, as an 
historically undocumented occupation, this site may have been 
a slave quarter. Comparison with patterns of slave material 
culture will place 44JC298 in a broader socioeconomic context. 
These two patterns, slave and tavern, were chosen then to 
provide a measure of the socioeconomic status of the 
inhabitants and of the site function.
Otto's Cannon's Point sites were not directly compared, 
however, because no complete vessel lists have been published 
and because other sites from the same time period and region 
as 44JC298 are available. The decision was made not to 
compare planter (or high status) sites or Otto's overseer data 
with 44JC298 because the site location, features, available 
historical documentation, faunal analysis, intrasite ceramic 
analysis and preliminary intrasite analysis of glass and bones 
suggested the site is probably not comparable with high status 
or overseer sites (Davis 1986; Higgs 1985; Otto 1984:113; 
Poucher 1985; Shogren 1983).
After review of a number of published sites it was 
decided to compare 44JC298 with Littletown Quarter (1780-
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1790), Kingsmill Quarter (1780-1800), North Quarter (1780- 
1800), three slave associated quarters from the Kingsmill 
area, James City County, Virginia (Kelso 1984), and the 
Ogletown Tavern component of the John Ruth Inn site (Coleman 
et al. 1990). The following is a brief description of each 
site. More detailed site specific information is provided by 
the original publications.
The three slave associated contexts from the Kingsmill 
complex were excavated by the Virginia Research Center for 
Archaeology (now the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources) under the direction of William Kelso in the 1970s. 
Artifacts recovered are from cellars, root cellars, and 
structural features. They all have a late eighteenth-century 
date.
The Ogletown Tavern component of the John Ruth Inn site 
was excavated by the University of Delaware, Center for 
Archaeological Research, under the direction of Jay Custer. 
Although the John Ruth Inn site was a long-term occupation 
spanning from the mid-eighteenth century until the 1950s, the 
Ogletown component is a mid to late eighteenth-century deposit 
that has been separated and analyzed separately. The majority 
of the ceramics for this analysis are from a cellar filled 
after 1780. The Ogletown tavern was a rural tavern that 
served the local community and travelers (Coleman et al.
1990).
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Because of factors of ceramic size and data limitations, 
each site in the comparison is not analyzed to the same level. 
The three Kingsmill slave quarters are vesselized (thereby 
providing hollowware/flatware ratios), but ceramic wares are 
not published. The tavern site is analyzed with ceramic type 
and vessel form given, but the data is presented in a chart 
form that makes some specific vessel forms questionable. The 
inconsistencies of data presentation are a major factor in the 
difficulty of attempting pattern recognition.
Another difficulty in performing intersite synthesis is 
due to the lack of standardization in analyzing and publishing 
ceramic data. Very few published reports go into detail of 
what the criteria are for analysis, what they constitute as 
flatware and hollowware, or their definition of vessel forms. 
When possible this study started with published vessel lists 
and then grouped certain vessels together for comparison. 
Criteria are specified as to which forms are or are not 
included in each comparison.
Otto (1984) and others (Baker 1980; Kelso 1984; Parker 
and Hernigle 1991) rely on the ratio of hollowwares to 
flatwares to test socioeconomic status for ceramic 
assemblages. The belief that lower socioeconomic groups 
utilize more hollowware because of diet and the versatility 
of the hollowware form (Parker and Hernigle 1991) are two 
explanations for the high hollow ratios calculated for many 
sites. The four sites being compared with 44JC298 are
117
expected to have high hollowware percentages in relation to 
flatware percentages. Tavern sites characteristically contain 
large numbers of drinking and serving vessels while slave 
sites are noted for great numbers of hollowware bowls. Table 
12 groups the vessels together, presenting percentages of 
hollowware, flatware, hygiene related forms, and the 
other/unidentified forms. The percentages for all five sites 
are remarkably uniform. The percentage of flatwares range 
from 25 to 29%, while the hollowwares range is slightly 
greater, from 62 to 71%.
The slight range between hollowware and flatware 
percentages, then, fails to illustrate socioeconomic 
differences in the ceramic assemblages from these sites. The 
fact that the ratio from a documented tavern and slave sites 
is so similar does not allow inferences of status to be drawn 
in comparison with an undocumented site. The important factor 
here is that more than socioeconomic status can be reflected 
in hollowware and flatware percentages. In the tavern 
example, site function, not social or economic standing, 
creates ratios similar with low status sites. Simply 
comparing hollowware and flatware vessel forms fails to 
adequately illustrate socioeconomic status. Without
documentation, the flatware to hollowware ratios shown on 
Table 12 cause 44JC298 to be interpreted as either a tavern 
or a slave quarter, two very dissimilar occupations.
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TABLE 12
COMPARISON OF HOLLOWWARE/FLATWARE/OTHER VESSELS
SITE
FLATWARE 
n_____%
HOLLOWWARE 
n_______ %
OTHER/UNID.* 
n %
44JC298 47
NORTH
QUARTER 3 6
KINGSMILL 
QUARTER 50
LITTLE. 
QUARTER 20
OGLETOWN 
TAVERN 77
25.
26.
27.
26.
29.
131
90
115
54
170
70.
66.
62.
71.
64.
10
11
11
5.
11
19
* This category includes hygiene related vessels.
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Table 13 lists the vessels identified for 44JC298, the 
North, Kingsmill, Littletown quarters, and the Ogletown 
tavern. Differences in vessel forms have been shown to be 
good indicators of socioeconomic status (Lewis 1985; Otto 
1984; Stone 1973). Yentsch (1990) maintains that looking at 
vessel functional groups, rather than individual vessel types, 
is necessary to determine site function. Table 14 uses the 
individual vessels presented in Table 13 and groups them 
according to vessel function. Percentages, in relation to the 
total vessels at each site, are given.
The tavern pattern assumes the Ogletown group will have 
a high beverage consumption percentage and high percentages 
of serving groups, since the main function of a tavern was to 
feed groups of travelers. It also might have large numbers 
of chamberpots and other hygiene vessels, since it lodged 
visitors much as the modern hotel.
The slave sites, being of lower status, are expected to 
have high numbers of bowls from which to eat one pot meals. 
They also might be expected to have low percentages of other 
groups, since their access to markets could be more limited 
than the tavern or the free portion of the population.
Surprisingly, as Table 14 illustrates, the three slave 
quarters have the most groups of highest percentages. The 
three slave quarters outrank the Ogletown tavern and 44JC298 
in percentages of solid food consumption vessels (average 
percentage for the three quarters: 22.3%), preparation vessels
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TABLE 13
COMPARISON OF MINIMUM VESSELS (n)
NORTH KINGSMILL LITTLE. OGLETOWN
FORM 44JC298 QTR. OTR. QTR. TAVERN
UNID. FLATWARE 17 - 12
PLATES 15 19 29 16 26
SAUCER 12 13 10 1 17
DISH/PLATTER 3 4 11 3 22
SALT - - 1 - -
SUGAR BOWL — — 1 — —
MUG/JUG 13 16 18 21 68
TEABOWL 17 26 20 5 12
DRINKING POT 7 — — 8 25
TEAPOT — 3 5 — 2
PITCHER 1 - - 1 3
PUNCH BOWL — — 5 — 3
BOWL 28 13 26 10 20
BASIN - - 1 - 4
SOUP PLATE 11 - - - -
PATTY PAN - - 1 - -
PORRINGER - 1 3 - -
SAUCE BOAT - - 1 - -
TUREEN — 1 — 2 —
PIPKIN 1 2 5 — —
MILK PAN 4 10 8 4 7
PREPARATION — — 1 — 3
JAR 1 16 9 3 —
BOTTLE 1 1 1 - 2
BUTTER POT - - - - 3
TEA CADDY - - 1 - -
STORAGE - - - - 8
UNID. HOLLOWWARE 47 8 10
DRUG JAR 
CHAMBER POT
9
11
7
11
UNID./OTHER 1
TOTAL VESSELS 188
1
137
1
186
1
76
1
266
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TABLE 14
COMPARISON OF VESSEL FUNCTIONAL GROUPS (%)
FUNCTIONAL 
GROUP_____ 44JC298
NORTH KINGSMILL LITTLE. OGLETOWN 
QTR._____ QTR._____ QTR. TAVERN
SOLID FOOD 
CONSUMPTION
SOLID FOOD 
SERVING
BEVERAGE
CONSUMPTION
BEVERAGE
SERVING
LIQUID FOOD 
CONSUMPTION
LIQUID FOOD 
SERVING
14
20
0.5
21
23
31
10
21
20
17
23
45
13
16
8
39
PREPARATION 3
STORAGE 1
HYGIENE 5
UNID. FLATWARE 9 
UNID. HOLLOWWARE 25 
OTHER 0.5
9
12
7
1
1
7
6
11
4
1
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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(average 7%), storage vessels (average 7.3%), and vessels to 
serve liquid foods (average 1.6%). None of these categories 
were hypothesized to be representative of a slave quarter. 
The high incidences of greatest percentages does not suggest 
slaves at North, Littletown, and Kingsmill quarters had 
difficulty in acquiring goods.
The Ogletown tavern ranks either first or second in 
percentages of solid food serving vessels (8%), beverage 
consumption vessels (39%), beverage serving vessels (3%), and 
hygiene related vessels (7%). These are all categories 
associated with a tavern pattern. It is surprising that the 
tavern does not have even higher percentages of these 
categories.
44JC298 consistently has the lowest percentage of vessel 
groups. This suggests that the inhabitants of the Governor's 
Land had limited access to goods. Whereas the tavern keepers 
ran a business for feeding and lodging visitors and therefore 
had to maintain their kitchen and dining vessels, and slaves 
were often part of a paternalistic system that could provide 
them with goods (Otto 1975:173; Owens 1976:106-120; White
1991), the small farmer in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries often did not have the access to markets and 
products as the wealthy planter and slave. Moore (1985:151) 
demonstrated that in Georgia "the small planter appears to 
have a lower-status material culture resulting from the fact 
that he had less money to spend on nonessential items." She
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shows this by comparison of hollowware to flatware and 
decorative technique. The presence of a tenant farmer or 
small planter at 44JC298 then, would account for the 
consistently low percentages of vessel forms, the high ratio 
of hollowware, and the lack of expensive decorated ceramics.
Otto claims a high percentage of bowls at a site is a 
factor in determining socioeconomic status. He found at 
Cannon's Point Plantation in Georgia that the lowest class of 
people, the African-American slaves had the highest percentage 
of bowls. They were using flatware similar to their masters, 
but "bowls of stews, hominy, and pileau were daily fare" (Otto 
1984:168).
As Table 14 indicates the Governor's Land site has the 
highest percentage of liquid food consumption vessels. This 
category includes bowls, basins, soup plates, patty pans, and 
porringers. The vessels from 44JC298 are 28 bowls and 11 soup
plates, the other three forms are not represented in the
assemblage.
The analysis of faunal material illustrated that the 
inhabitants at 44JC298 consumed poor cuts of meat.
Traditionally, these less desirable animal parts were cooked 
in stews and one-pot meals, similar to the slave diet Otto 
identified at Cannon's Point. At the Governor's Land site, 
Davis (1986:86) found "bones were uniformly chopped, rather 
than sawed, and there is no evidence in the way of burning or 
cutmarks to suggest that roasting was a usual method of
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cooking meat.... Stewing of all types of meats, perhaps 
combined with vegetables, greens, grits or other grains, seems 
to have been the common method of preparation." These stews 
were then probably eaten from bowls or possibly soup plates 
(Davis 1986). The high percentage of bowls at the Governor's 
Land corresponds with the conclusions of the faunal analysis.
The three Kingsmill slave sites have bowl percentages 
ranging from 10 to 17%. Not surprisingly, the tavern site 
has the lowest percentage of bowls. Traditionally, tavern 
fare was not the one-pot stews of the lower class and slaves. 
Travelers accounts list ham, bacon, fowl, fresh meat, fish, 
dried venison, breads, butter, cheeses, eggs, milk, and 
numerous alcoholic beverages (Coleman et al. 1990:62).
Serving fare as this one expects the tavern assemblage 
to contain a high percentage of flatwares. The three slave 
sites all outrank the tavern site for numbers of plates and 
saucers. The tavern does rank highest in amount of serving 
flatware: platters and dishes. This is not surprising since
the tavern had to serve the hearty fare its customers ate. 
The Governor's Land site ranks last in both the flatware 
consumption and serving categories, despite the set of matched 
creamware plates recovered from Feature 1.
The excavated feature at 44JC298 suggested a domestic 
structure but information about the inhabitants or site 
function is unavailable. Its location near a known 
transportation route led to speculation it could be a tavern
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or way-station for travelers. Although the Governor's Land 
site has the second highest number of identified vessels the 
functional breakdown of vessels from the site, the three slave 
sites, and a tavern, shows specific categories at the former 
to be consistently less than the four other sites. It is this 
breakdown of function that illustrates most clearly the 
character of the inhabitants at the site.
Besides vessel function, ceramics have been analyzed in 
a number of other ways in order to better identify a site's 
occupants. Analysis of vessels associated with beverages can 
be used to hypothesize a number of things about a site. The 
ratio of cups to mugs and jugs is one measure of the economic 
climate of a site. Cups are associated with tea drinking. 
Although their presence alone is not a status indicator, the 
ratio of cups to the other beverage consumption vessels, mugs 
and individual jugs, is seen as a measure. This measure is 
deemed so significant the authors of the Ogletown Tavern 
report state "these vessel forms most accurately characterize 
the true social conditions of the site's occupants and/or the 
function of the site" (Coleman et al. 1990:183).
Table 15 presents the ratio of cups to mugs and jugs. 
The drinking pot form was calculated with mugs and jugs. Pots 
fit into the mug and jug category best since they are all used 
to drink beverages other than tea. The results of the table 
show that two of the sites have a higher ratio of cups while 
the other three have a higher ratio of mugs/jugs/pots. The
126
TABLE 15
COMPARISON OF CUPS TO MUGS/JUGS/POTS
CUPS MUGS/JUGS/POTS
SITE_______________ n_______ %_____________ n_______ %
44JC298 17 46. 20 54.
NORTH
QUARTER 26 62. 16 38.
KINGSMILL
QUARTER 2 0 53. 18 47.
LITTLETOWN
QUARTER 5 15. 29 85.
OGLETOWN
TAVERN 12 11. 93 89.
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tavern, where traditionally visitors are served alcohol has 
the highest percentage of mugs (89%) while the Littletown 
quarter also has a high percentage (85%) . The Governor's Land 
site has more mugs/jugs/pots also but the ratio is much more 
even than the previous sites (54% to 46%). The remaining two 
slave quarters, North and Kingsmill, have more cups than 
mugs/jugs/pots. While cups are usually thought of as a sign 
of higher status, one factor for this higher ratio may be the 
method by which these slaves are receiving their possessions. 
It is well documented that slave associated contexts are 
somewhat dependent on the proximity to their master and that 
this is a factor in their acquisition of property (Noel-Hume 
1966; White 1991). It appears then in this analysis of cups 
to mugs/jugs/pots that the conclusions about social conditions 
and function are less enlightening than the Delaware report 
suggests.
Comparing ratio of teawares to other beverage vessels is 
another way that insight into socioeconomic status might be 
achieved. Teawares become popular in the eighteenth century 
and slowly displace more traditional beverage vessels (Yentsch 
1990:41) . Looking at the percentage of teaware on a site then 
could point to economic patterns, since it is thought the more 
affluent sites might have more teawares. Table 16 shows 
percentages of teawares. Teawares are identified as cups, 
teapots, and saucers. The results show the North Quarter with 
the highest percentage of tea related vessels (31%). Another
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TABLE 16 
COMPARISON OF TEAWARE VESSELS
SITE___________________________ n
44JC298 29
NORTH
QUARTER 42
KINGSMILL
QUARTER 35
LITTLETOWN
QUARTER 6
OGLETOWN
TAVERN 31
%
15.
31.
19.
8.
12.
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quarter, Littletown, has the lowest percentage with eight. 
The other three sites, the tavern, a quarter, and the study 
site are clustered with 12%, 19%, and 15% respectively. One 
might have expected the tavern to rank lowest, especially with 
the high ratio shown previously for mugs/jugs/pots to cups 
(Table 15) . These two tables illustrate the lack of 
patterning, much of it seemingly because the slave sites fail 
to exhibit consistent percentages with each other.
Another test that is often performed with vessels is the 
ratio of serving vessels with vessels used for food 
preparation and food storage. The premise is that these 
ratios reflect the value placed on the appearance of the table 
and the ability to accumulate excess food to be stored (Kelso 
1984:178). Table 17 presents the percentages of serving with 
preparation and storage vessels. The results show the 
Ogletown Tavern as the only site with a higher percentage of 
serving vessels than preparation and storage vessels. This 
is not surprising, since many serving vessels is a 
characteristic of tavern sites. The North slave quarter has 
the highest percentage of storage/preparation vessels. The 
other two quarters and the unknown site, 44JC298, fall between 
these two extremes. The Governor's Land site has a high ratio 
of storage/preparation vessels, suggesting food storage was 
a more important factor than table presentation. This is an 
interesting fact since food storage is the more basic need. 
The importance of a well presented table and imported wares
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SITE
TABLE 17 
COMPARISON OF SERVING VESSELS 
WITH PREPARATION/STORAGE VESSELS
SERVING VESSELS 
 n_______ %
PREP./STORAGE VESSELS 
n________ %______
44JC298
NORTH
QUARTER
KINGSMILL
QUARTER
LITTLETOWN
QUARTER
OGLETOWN
TAVERN
24
30
36.
22.
49.
46.
57.
29
25
23
64.
78.
51.
54.
43.
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to serve food probably expanded after the ability to acquire 
and utilize excess foods was achieved. These percentages 
further illustrate the lack of patterning that is inherent in 
the ceramic assemblage.
The placement of the slave quarters in each of these 
comparisons illustrates the lack of patterning in ceramic 
assemblages. Lewis (1985:136) addresses this and suggests 
that status can be seen in the presence of vessels for 
activities other than food preparation and consumption. She 
suggests that ceramics associated with hygiene, horticulture, 
architecture, personal, and decorative items will appear more 
frequently on higher status sites. Otto supports this and 
claims lower percentages of tablewares and a greater diversity 
of ceramic forms can be an indicator of higher status (Otto 
1975:215). Lewis (1985:136) suggests the percentage of table 
and teawares at a site illustrates the amount of ceramics 
available for other non-food related forms. She claims any
number higher than 10% points to a higher status site. The
figures for the five sites of this study are in Table 18. 
According to Lewis's criteria, none of these sites are
indicative of lower status occupancy. While this test
appeared to be valid on slave sites from the Georgia and South 
Carolina coastal plain, it fails to distinguish slave and 
nonslave sites in this study. In each case the availability 
of ceramics for non-food related forms is greater than 10% the
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SITE
TABLE 18
COMPARISON OF TEAWARES, TABLEWARES, 
WITH OTHER CERAMIC VESSELS
TEA AND TABLEWARES 
_____ n_______ |____
OTHER VESSELS 
n %__
44JC298
NORTH
QUARTER
KINGSMILL
QUARTER
LITTLETOWN
QUARTER
OGLETOWN
TAVERN
107
95
132
67
202
86.
70
74
88
83
17
41
46
42
14.
30.
26.
12.
17.
Unidentified vessels were not used in these calculations
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number suggested to be a break for lower and higher status 
sites.
Consistently, groupings of ceramics from five late 
eighteenth century sites exhibited few patterns inherent with 
all the comparisons. For this reason it is very hard to tell 
where in the realm of sites this undocumented one fits.
These comparisons have placed 44JC298 in the appropriate 
historical and archaeological context. It is clear the number 
of vessels identified from the site was consistent with other 
sites of the eighteenth century. Although the number of 
vessels is high, the distribution of vessel forms are 
relatively low. Comparing functional groupings of vessels 
showed only one group from 44JC298 with the highest percentage 
of examples. Of eight other relevant categories, only one 
(hygiene vessels) did not have the lowest percentage of forms. 
This suggests that the inhabitants of the site relied heavily 
on bowls and soup plates to consume liquid foods. Ceramic 
vessels at their home were numerous, but they may have used 
a number of other materials to supplement the ceramics.
Smart (1984) demonstrated the importance one non-ceramic 
tableware in many middle and upper class eighteenth-century 
households: pewter. The analysis of faunal remains suggests
the people at the Governor' s Land were not of the economic 
class that commonly utilized pewter as a dominant tableware 
(Davis 1986) . The cuts of meat are poor and were probably 
cooked in stews and other liquid form. This is consistent
134
with the archaeology and points to a less prosperous economic 
situation than the one Smart suggests utilized pewter. Wood, 
tin, iron, and other metals were also commonly utilized as 
tablewares by people of the eighteenth century (Kelso 1984). 
None of these non-ceramic materials survive well underground.
The high ratio of hollowware further supports the idea 
that 44JC298 is a site of lower social and economic standing. 
The ratio of flatware and hollowware is consistent for all 
sites examined, but this is less significant since three are 
lower status sites (slave quarters) and the tavern is expected 
to have high ratios of beverage and serving vessels (all 
hollowwares). Whereas these numbers are surprisingly
uniform, the impact is negated by the breakdown of vessel 
function discussed above. Hollowware to flatware ratios, 
then, are too gross a comparison to exhibit meaningful site 
functions or patterns.
The other comparisons attempting to tease finer 
differences between the sites and thereby find some pattern 
for the function and socioeconomic standing of 44JC298 were 
likewise frustrating. The ratio of cups to mugs/jug/pots, 
the percentage of teawares, and the ratio of serving to 
preparation/storage vessels, presented three different site 
rankings. No pattern was discernable for the placement of 
44JC298. It generally fell in the middle of the sites between 
the slave quarters.
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From these comparisons, it can be hypothesized 44JC298 
was not a tavern. Whereas the Ogletown Tavern has the 
predicted high percentages of dishes and platters, beverage 
related vessels and preparation vessels, the Governor's Land 
assemblage does not. The intriguing set of royal edged plates 
and soup plates, that prompted the tavern analogy, is less 
significant when the percentages of vessel forms are compared 
with other sites. Likewise, 44JC298 lacks the beverage 
related ceramic vessels, important in distinguishing a tavern 
from other types of sites. In this case then, it seems that 
the lack of pattern recognition works to show what an 
undocumented site is not. Here, pattern recognition works 
inversely, eliminating sites rather than showing comparisons.
In comparing 44JC298 with low status sites— in this case 
slave quarters from the same county— the conclusions are much 
less clear. In some respects, the material culture from the 
Governor's Land site looks less prosperous than that recovered 
from the slave quarters. When specific groups of vessels are 
compared no patterns are illustrated to adequately place 
44JC298 into context. This lack of pattern conveys the 
difficulty of lumping slave sites together because of 
variations in the slave society (Pogue 1990; White 1991). The 
comparison does, however, illustrate the great cultural 
diversity present in one county.
It should be noted that a similar site dating to the 
third quarter of the eighteenth century was excavated near
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44JC298. It consisted of an animal enclosure, and remains of 
buildings identified from a number of filled root cellars. 
Although the artifacts from this site, 44JC160, have not been 
fully analyzed, the faunal remains have been studied and 
compared with 44JC298 (Davis 1986).
Davis (1986:82-83) concluded the two sites represent an 
unidentified "hardworking people on the lower end of the 
economic scale, who, despite limited resources, nevertheless 
managed to provide themselves with a varied and eclectic 
diet." The faunal remains are very similar and show a 
reliance on domestic animals prepared as stews, some wild 
game, and an abundance of fish (Davis 1986:81).
In conclusion, the intensive study of ceramics from a 
late eighteenth-century undocumented site in James City 
County, Virginia support the hypothesis that the Governor's 
Land was a domestic site of low economic and social standing. 
The excavated features, the layout of the site, on a slope 
away from the James River, and the available documentary 
references suggested the site was not an upper class 
occupation. Preliminary ceramic analysis (Shogren 1983), and 
analyses of faunal material (Davis 1986) , nails (Paucher 
1985), and glass (Higgs 1985) also suggested the site was not 
inhabited by wealthy Virginian planters.
The results of the ceramic analysis undertaken in this 
study validates this hypothesis. The majority of sherds and 
vessels recovered are not decorated, suggesting they were the
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least expensive options available (Miller 1981). This idea 
is justified by the utilization of the Miller Ceramic Index 
which allows comparison of expenditures for plates and 
teawares on an intersite basis (Miller 1980) . The Governor's 
Land site ranked at the lower end of the scale implying the 
occupants were not wealthy. The lack of porcelains in forms 
other than teawares, notably the lack of porcelain plates, 
supports the notion that the inhabitants of 44JC298 were not 
choosing the most expensive ceramics available (Stone 1983).
The equal importance of coarse earthenware vessels and 
creamware vessels point to a less-prosperous household (Herman 
1984) . So do the presence of colonoware vessels at the site, 
although in relatively small numbers (Drucker 1981; Ferguson 
1980; Reinhart 1987).
Intersite comparison of the vessels recovered suggest the 
vessel forms utilized at the Governor's Land were also related 
to the lower economic status of the occupants. While the site 
produced a large number of vessels (188), the percentages for 
functional groupings of vessels were very low, often ranking 
last between the five sites compared. 44JC298 only had the 
most vessels in the liquid food consumption category, a form 
traditionally associated with occupations of lower status 
households (Adams 1987; Baker 1980; Kelso 1984; Otto 1984).
The other exercises, performed in an attempt to better 
define the economic status and social standing of the 
residents of the Governor's Land, were frustrating. The ratio
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of hollowwares to flatwares showed all five sites in the 
comparison to be equal, suggesting a display of more than 
status. The comparison of cups to mugs/jugs/pots, serving 
vessels with storage/preparation vessels, and percentage of 
teawares all failed to exhibit patterns to adequately place 
44JC298 in a regional perspective.
The idea that the site may have served as a tavern is not 
supported by the assemblage. Whether the site was inhabited 
by blacks, whites, or both is not discernable. The features 
indicate a structure and quarter, suggesting both races, with 
slave and free inhabitants. It is impossible to test this 
interpretation using the ceramic assemblage. The ceramics do 
reveal the site was poor, probably a farmstead, with a small 
quarter, struggling to maintain its autonomy.
The fact that two lower class sites, 44JC160 (Davis 1986) 
and 44JC298, from the late eighteenth century have been 
identified from the tract known as the Governor's Land further 
supports the idea that small farmers, possibly tenant farmers, 
were living near the confluence of the James and Chickahominy 
Rivers. The population at 44JC298 were probably hardworking, 
small-scale, farmers who utilized newer, possibly matching 
ceramics for eating, somewhat more expensive ceramics for 
drinking tea, and older, well used ceramics for storing and 
preparing foods, filling in on the table, and for hygiene 
related tasks. The ceramics from 44JC298 are not
representative of race. Instead, the assemblage is probably
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representative of a lower class farming settlement, possibly 
tenant farmers. The results of this ceramic analysis and the 
patterns seen at 44JC298 may be consistent with other lower 
class farming occupations and might aid in identifying such 
sites.
From this study it is clear more archaeological work is 
needed for sites of this time period and socioeconomic class. 
Excavation of well documented small farmsteads from the 
eighteenth century would enhance this data base. However, 
more than just excavation is needed. Without the publication 
of data and detailed descriptions of vessel lists and 
methodologies employed in the analysis, excavation of sites 
is less productive. Intersite and regional syntheses are 
dependent on the publication of site reports and data lists. 
Until a concerted effort is made to standardize our findings 
and analyses, sites such as 44JC298 will remain an invisible 
and silent component of eighteenth century James City County.
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